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SRI. HATHI'S VISIT TC THT ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS.

Sri i Jad ‘Bukni Lok Hathi state/Minlistdr in tho
Ninistrf Gre T omeed i ko T eiebmel L e ﬂnﬂnman and Nicobar
slands from £2nd to 29th Jonuarv, 1965. Rumours snraead
i1 tha ontirc falandg thot Shri Hathil iseomine hare
for thae purnose of ar on the spot studv of the turbulnont
i tuatPoniprevas Linedin it heb Tslagndsy T Phmifubllont workers
annronched the —sriocus authorities throush their
orvonjgotion t5 mact the Minister ond submit Momorandum
to him. The Crutious Administration unlaepshed throurh
; variots agnncias indircet threats of victimigation in
? cnsoe they moot Shri Hathi diract and speoak the truth.
Bndowrie adsbyieaewy thiroatsl  tasiorcanicationg mada
nroparstions to meat him at any cost ony thev succecadded
oL R o et e Bh ou g e don bt s s BT v A s The
minds of the workars whother Shri -Hathi could pieoren
fhrouoh the iron curtein ond soe the reslitv. The Non-
AR G QR e s RS @

intion has rarunstned Shri Haothi
thtt hn ghould r3drecs o mratine of the Government

nmp lovnas. But the iron curtain put up bv the pdmind-
. stratjon come in the way and shri Hathi succumbed to the

SalieSie th@ rdminigtration thot the Minister should
/racoption nof gdern the yxewn nﬁ[mnntlna of the Govornmont

amploynosg whatovcr mav ba tha peril involved in the sur-
vival of thn domoeracy in the Islands

~

’[1 [

O thos dmiiio e ondiaBary 5 - 1965 theidat 5 :on
which the Minister wng to arrive nt Port Blair, pnople
sow hundrnds of 2.W.0, labourars oneaged oll alonethe
routa “rom forairoma to the fovernmant House for smearine
off the writin~- on the road ~nd removine the hundraods
of nostors of slosans " Call Back Mahnshwari",'™e domand
lngitimate trads Union rifhtg', '"Bnd victimigation" notec.
Forthay firstitdne inithe ‘history of Andamans, the

0 Govarnmant ~mplicvans took out a three thousand strone
nrocassion and rmarch2d to tha fovernment House on 27-1-65.
Thay scuatted on both the sldes of tha road in front of
the Govnrnmont Fouse from 5.00 p.m. to 8,00 p.m. ond
shoutnd slogang such as 'Bureacracy down down', End

’ S e e i A s o O whilf: shri Hathi was interviewine
Py rapreossntative of various Oremanisstions and individunls

in the Government Houso.

|

[y

§ -vj
; ; To the indisnation and aembarassment of the
srrchitacts of 4w woll-knit iron curtasin, some of thn
orgonisations v*o failad dn the normal mothods, avallad
the opnortuniti~s of Shri Hathi's sisht-gecines visit
: for submittine ﬁom) randa on their esrisvoncoes.

sd/- Pritham 8. Lall
Convanar
Citizons Committan, Port Blair.
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SHLVHMETY S5V TS 1T B oy THS ﬂVWDNAW o NICOBPR ISLMIDS.
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SrinvdalioSiicn (he LT thinc e te Ninistor in.tha
Vinigtry of Home A{fairs vigitnd the Andnman and Nicobar
Islands from 22iid to 29th January, 196F& Rumours snreand
in theoientire 1elqnAs that Shri Hathil4s' comine horn
for tho purposa of =n on the spot studv of tha turbulent’

situntion prva.L11r in the Tslonds. Thn jubilant workers

ﬂnnronphoo the ~aricus puthoritins throush thoir

oreanications t» moct the Minigtor and submit Memorandum
to him. The Crutious Mministration unlanshed through

verious aesoncies indirnet threats of victimisation in
cosn taey meet Shri Hathi dircct ﬂnd spaook thn truth.
Undaunted by stch *h:oats, e sotiong made

MR A G DIRCIN weof nim (ny thov sucecodded
T BT e e i doubtedarshailast S e Hlan
M Na SR Wﬁ“lﬂfc Whnthﬂr an] Hathi '‘couldim isreas
through the iron curtnin and soa. the roalityv. Tho Non-
Gaznttod Officors fasccintion has rocunstnd Shri Hothi
thot no should osddrocs o montine of thn Government
nmploynns. But the iron curtain put up bv the Admini-
.stration camn in the wav and Shri Hathi succumbed to thn
dosiraz oft the rdministrat fon that the Minister .should
not adcress the rreeint/mostine of thn Govnrnmnnt
omplcyrns whatevor mav ba tha poril involved in the sur-

vival of the damoeracy in the Islands

On the dam of 22nd Jonuarv, 1965 thae date on
which the Ministior wog to arrive ﬁt POrEiBLaT e & ol
saw hundredg of F.W.D. labourars anegaged all alonethn
route from foroiromne to the Governmont Uquo for smearine
off thn writin-: on the road eond romovine the hundrads
of nosters of slogcans "M Call ‘Back 1 V“hﬁsﬂwﬁri',l”O dnmand
logitimate trﬂﬁ Union rieshtg!, "End vietimd sation” ntec.
EOr tbho ulirst Ui nd PN T h e tha o o ﬁnﬂamans, tho
Govarnmont omplioyncs took out a three thousand strone
procassion and march:d to the fovernment House on 27-1-65,
They squatted or both the gides of tho rond in front of

the Govornment “ruso
shoutrd slosane
victimigation®

rﬁprﬂcﬂntﬁ11Vﬂ of
in the

Trom 5. 000piam. £ 58 SO ini e e

suca as 'Bureacracy down down', Bnd
ond so on while Shri Hathi wos interviewine
various Oreganisatisng and inAividunls

Fovornment Hougeo,

indisnation and ombarassmant of the
orchitnets of tho well-knit iron curtain, some of thn
orgonisations who failed dnsthe normnT mmthods, availnd
the opnortunitics of Shri Hathits sicht-gnoines visit

Mi@EsiEine

for submittine momoranda on tn01r srinvoncos.
Sd/~ Pritham S. Lall
Convaonor
. ' Citizong Committnn, Port Blair
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'ALL INDIA DEMANDS DAY IN ANDAMANS'

e
(e

In pursuence of the Call of the Confdderation,
'All India Demands Day' was observed by all Government
employees in the entire Andaman and Nicobar Islands,.
At Port Blair the day was observed by taking out a
Massive procession and holding a Rally under the
Banner of the newly formed Co-ordination Committee of
Government Employees. The Rally was presided over by
Shri Bhattacharya, Chairman Co-ordination Committee and
S/Shri B.K.Mukherjee, K.T.Oommen, B.L.Banerjee,
P.K,S.Prasad and many other representatives of various
organisatidﬁs;j Ré;éi&fidngbiegarding full neutralisation
of D.A., revision of cost of living index, revision of
miﬁum wages, grant of Andaman special ray to all etec.

were passed.

Dear Comrade Achuthan,

Please see that the matter is published

in Trade Union Record.

(P,K.S. Prasad)
Port Blair.
To
Shri M. Achuthan,
Editor, Trade Union Record,
A1l India Trade Union Gongress,
No.5, Jhandewala,
Rani Jhansi Road,

NEW DELHI.
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MEMORANDUM OF DEMANDS OF THE PiW.D. WORKERS OF THE ANDAMAN

AND KICOBAR ISLANDS SUBM. TTED TO THE HONOURABLE M. NISTER IN

THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS SHRI JAISUKLAL HAT#HI OK HIS VISIT
TO THE ISLANDS BETWEEN 22.1.65 T0 £29.1.65.

PEES kSR N ER

1. The contract system of labours should be abolished
forthwith. People are brought from the mainland on two years
contract and imuediately on completion of the two years, they
are sent back and fresh batches are recrulted.

2, The workers who have rendered six months continuous
service should be brought on to the workcharged estt. as a -~
matter of course. \
3. The workers who have rendered three years of service
should be declared permanent. |
4. Order No.9l dated 28.11.62 6f the Andaman and Nicobar

Administration regarding leave etc. to industrial employees '
should be modified. Under that order, leave cannot be accumlated’
for more than 20 days. After two three years only an employee
ventures an oprortunity to proceesd on leave. 20 days will not |
be sufficient even for the up and down journeyx due to salling
difficulties. So, atleast the accumulated leave should be

granted in full without any ceiling as at present.

The rate of leave should also be modified in
conformity with the rate adaissible to industrial staff in the
Central Public works Department.

Se There are many workers who have not been brought on
to the ravis secale of pay and granted lncrements and arrears
accordingly. +his should be done forthwith. Appointment of
casual labourers on Ks.22/~ plus D.A should be discontinued.
They should be paid fixed pay of Rs.70/= plusg D.A and other
allovance admissible under the revised scales.,

Ge Children's educational allowance should be granted to
all employees who have rendered three years continous service
in any capacity what so ever. +he test should be only their
continous service for three years under the rs¥ relevant portion
of the industrial disputes act.

e Leave Travel Concession should be granted to ali
workers who have rendered one year of service reckoned in
accordance with the Industrial Disputes act.

8. People who are working in the Jjungle areas should be
amply ppotected from the attack of ' JARAWAS' . They should be
provided with well protected houses and other equipments for
this purpose.

2, Ration should be supplied to the workers engsaged in
the jungle areas. This can be arranged through Co-operative
Societies or by the Government direct. Individuals are unable
to come to the tewn area for fetching their requirements which
involves atleast two days absence from work and heavy expendit~
ure.

10. Those who are recruited from thé malnland, under the
conditions, should be provided with rent free accommuodation

or house-rent allowance. Majority of the workers recruited

under these conditions are getting neither. This should be
complied with imnediately. l

ccnté.---.a
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11. The increased D.A should be allowed to all those who are

in receipt of D.A at present. General instructions should be issued

to all Heads of Offices to the effect that whenever there is a
revision in the D.A it should automatically be applied to all those
who are already in receipt of D.A either at the o0ld rates or at the
new rates, as the case may be. The existing cases in which D.A has not
been granted should be settled forthwith without any further delay.

12. Workers becoming vietims of accidents while on duty are

not at present compensated in any way either by way of leave or any
other compensation. Therefore in all cases of accidents while on duty,
hospital legve rules and workmen's compensation act should be invoked.

13. Certain categories of workers are recruited from the
malnland as skilled workers on the basis of the Govt.I.T,A certificate
held by them. But they are appointed as unskilled workers here. All
those who are recruited as skilled workers and brought to the Islands
should be appointed in the same category giving back effect from the
date of their jojining duty.

14. Private employment of Govt-paid labourers by officers

and supervisory staff should be discontinued forthwith. Very recently
the number has been reduced considerably but the practice has not
been abolished so far. Wherever it is absolutely necessary in public
interest separate categories of Gooks and Bearers should be created
and provided on a rational basis.

15. Adequate arrangements should be made to ensure payments
to the workers on the ist of every month. In case any difficulty is
experienced administratively to enforce this system, particular
dates should be fixed for each section of the workers within which
payment shall be made so that the workers can know on which date
they can expect to receive their wages.

16. People who have gone on leave do not get their'meagre
leave salary even within a year or so. fhis practice should be
diseontinmed forthwith.

17. Letters from the Union should be attended to and replaced
promptly as a rule.

18, In the P.W.,D there was strike im September, 1964. The
strike took place between 14th and 20th Sept. whereas the office
Bearers were taken to custodg on 4th September under D.I.R. and
released on 23rd September. lhey have not been paid their wages

for the period of their detention. The salary for the period in which
they were detained should be paild immediately.

e 19, The president of our Union Shri Chatterjee who is also

an employee in the Marine Department has been dismlissed from service
after he has been released from Jail along with other office bearers.
An after-thought and melefide flimsy charges were framed against him
and without giving any opportunity for defending his case, he has been
dismissed from gervice. He should be re~instated in service immediately

20. A mumber of Assistant Carpenters who were appointed on
Rg.85/~ fixed plus usual allowance are still receiving only Rs.300/-
total. The increase in D.A from time to time has not been given
effect to in their case. They are also dua for regular appointment

in the ecale. Both the above items should be given effect to immediat-
ely and the arrears of D.A paid to the concerned employees.

21. Independent Rabour Department should be set up as
expeditiously as possible. 3
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HOME MINISTER ®) E MINISTER
NEWDELHI ! '

- WORKERS
AFTER OBSERVIGG PROTESTDLY TODAY WE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT oF

ANDEMANS MEMBERS OF ASNVMS OFANDMUSLY RESOLVE 7 CONTINGE BOYCOTT
ONBMAN (OMMISSION APFOINTED BY GOVERNMENT FOR MON INGLOSION OF
REVIEW OF DEARNESS ALIOWANGE FORMOLA T TERMS OF REFFFRENGE

AND ION GRAXT OF INTERTM RFLIEF STOP WE RFQUEST IOME PRIME MINISTERS

PEROYAL SYMPATHY LEST IOWPAID EMPIDYTES FIND HARD MAKE EOTH ENDS

MERT LONSEQUEFT PUENOMINAL PRIGE INGREASE

SEURETART
Not to he Telegraphed.
Dat=d28¢h Octeber, 1964.
Seeretary,
AeSeNeVoleS., Port Blair
Andemans.
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THE GRifAL SRCORETARY
AS V.M .8,.,
Pert Blair. 4
Dated the L "  Nev, 19064,
Te

The Lalwur Comrissiocaer,
Amdzian & Nicobar ISlands,
Pert Blair.

Subi-~ Paymeat of wages fer the peried froxn
4eDmBA T 22e0-34,
a0 st

s )

Sir,

I am to imform vou that the fellawing workers wvere
detainsd in the Pissrist Jail Rale 30 (1) (b) ef the D.I.
Rules =i the 4th September, 1964 wnd wers relsassed om
22..0-19642

s1,
e, Names Qffice to which attached

1, Shri Bhaskar Pillai X Sub-Division IV eof the Comstruction ™
2. " Kapnakaran Y Divisjen No,II, A,P.W.D., .
3. n Rajny i Peort Blair,

The abeve mentioned werkers hsve ust been paid the’r
wages for ths peried, they were in the jail., In this comnec-
tion, I am to state That the said werkers were nst absent from
duty en thelr ewa accord but Were compelled by the District
Mugistrabta to be awwny frow Lheir dutles, detaiaing them wnder
the D.I.R. New ihicy hove beem ralsased snd ns case is pending
against tham, they should bkave besa p2id their wages for the
detention perizd, Bat it is noted with regrel that the
Exscative Hagineer, Cosstruction Divisiee No,IT has refwced

. to pay the wages Lor thut peried on the plea, that me work
no puyy igmorinz the circumsitances under vhich tihe workers
wers away froem thelr daties, I, therefeore, reguesi your
bonour te kindiy tu ilcok iato the mctler and imstracht the
Oificer comczyaned Y2 mite the payment witheut any farther delay
te msintain ths cordizl relsztioms between 224 ewpleyer and
esplayease,

Yours faithfully,

< - ™\ o \a,m—\w\'\,emt"w\/ e

(GENFRAL SECRETARY)
Copy tet

1) The Chief Commicsziemer, Amdaman & Nicebar Islands, Pert Blair,

2) The General Secretary, A.1.T.U.C. Hew Delhi fer favour ef
infermation and necessary actien.

GEIERAL SECREIARY
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sir, - { Replic, Al ~

IROW CURTAIN,

It is high time to unveil the iron curtain of Andamans to
bring to light the true picture of these Islands. The Islands
are part and parcel of India which is sunnosed to have a Fasicls
fenecr s el g ndi gedlailisiE i eNgat e ra f mocTe by A feeling has
been created in the minds of the neople of these Islands that
they are now facing an interrogation mark and challenge to demo~
cracy in the State. These Islands are, in real sense, under
the control of Central Government administered through the Chief
Commissioner, but in practice, it is under the imperialistic
claws of an individual Shri B.N. Mgheshwari who is the Chief
Commissioner. To cover up his high-handed ruling and antie
soclalistic and anti-national activities he has dropped an iron
curtain in its front, in the shape of an Advisory Cohneil con-
sisting of few of his satellities. The Members of the Advisory
Council are a handful of local politicians, nominated by the
dictator Shri Maheshwari, These Members of the said Council are,
in true spirit, should be the representstives of a vast popula-
tion from all parts of the mainland of India. The selection of
the nominees to this Council is decided by virtue of the special
character of nrospective Members, which is; needless to say, the
efficiency and capability of the individual to be a "yes-man"
of the dictator and to act to his personal needs even at the cost
of the best interests of the nublic. Then how can these nomi-
nees be the renresentatives of the pblic? These Advisory Coun-
cll Members--local politicians--under the shelter of Congress
Caps are the ions of the dictatorship coated on the nucleus

Shri Maheshwari. Now when the people started realising the un-

“democratic attitude of this Administration, they started to

raise their voices against this dictator. The dictator jammed
these voices by his threats and victimisation. But as the ampli-
tude and frecuency of the voices of the common public and the
element of truth and honesty in them were so high that these
could reach the walls of our Parliament and the ears of our
leaders. But no attention was given to this.

One Mr. P.K.S. Prasad came to these Islands as an ordinary
Upper Division Clerk on deputation from the office of the Rtmkss
Director of Explosives, Nagpur, for a period of three years. I
was elected as President of the Non-Gazetted Officers! Assoeia-
tion of this Administration. During the period of his activi-
ties as President of the Non~Gazetted Officers' Association he
was fully engazed in promoting the betterment of the N.G.0s and
to uplift their morale and standards, thus, to build a more
healthy and strong nation. He pointéd out the anti-socialistic
activitiew cnd corruptions of the Administration and its satel-
1itles which drained a large portion of the national exchequer,
and which created discrimination among the Government servants
who are the same citizens of India. On thig the dEmtbatior S0
protect hls self interest, reverted Mr. Prasad to his parent
office within a period of three months. This unwanted and unde-
sirable action added fuel to the fire already existing in the
minds of the N,G.0s. about the integrity of this Administrator.
All the N.G.Os entreated the Home Minister in telegrams to re-
taln Mr. Prosad to which the authorities pald no heed. Mr.Prasad
left these Islands and sought the Justice for such harassment in
the court of law, and the matter, it is heard, is pending in the
High Court of Calcutta. Mr. Prasad came back to Andamans at his
own 1liability and still continuing as President of NeGeOu's
Association.

P.T.0,
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On 22nd January 1965, Shrl Jaisukhlal FEathl, e M nTebe . *

of States in the Ministry of Home Affairs, graced the people of ;
this place with his kind visit to these Islands. He met mampy

people and heard many of them in & manner organised by the Adnini-

strator. It is understood, when the NEn0et Assoctation geguesited

the Hon. Minister for addressing the members in a meeting, they

received a reply conveyed by Mr. Maheshwari that the Minlster had

no time for this and also that Ministers cannot address meetings

of the Government servants. Not only this, but it was also con-

veyed by Mr. Masheshwari that the Minister woyld not be meeting

the delegation of N.G.0s. On further plrsia #r the Hon.Minister

was kind enou-h to meet the N,G.0B. delegation and Mr. Prasad.

This leads to doubt whether the above action of *r. Maheshwarl was

within the knowledge of the Minister or not. The Minister who had

no time to address the N.G.0s., could find time very conveniently

to address a so-called Trade Union Meeting Organised by Shrt

Maheshwari through his satellites, Shri Hathi had also found

sufficient time to address meeting of Gazetted Officers and to

pass a good time in the notorious Andaman Club of Port Blair. The

argument put forward by Mr., Maheshwari for not allowing the N.G.O%

delegation to meet the Hon.Minister was that Mr. Prasad was not

the President of the Associatione. But it is understood that the

Hon.Minister gave a decision that Mr. Prasad was still the Presi-

dent of the N.G.O0.'s Association £ill the High Court of Calcutta

decides the litigation either way. Although the Minister gave sO

many assurances to the N.G.0s. nothing has come true so far and

Shri Maheshwari is left at large to continue his anti-social acti-

vities.

Recently on 19th February 1965 Mr. Nittoor Srinivasa Rau, .
Central Vigilance Commissioner visited the Andaman Islands on
tour. A wide publicity was given to this and also to the oppor-
tunity for the people to meet him. The interviews with the Vigi-
lance Commissioner was fixed by the Chief Commissioner (the dicta=-
tor Mr. Moheshwari)e ©Shri Maheshwari screened the people who
wanted to meet the Wigilance Commissioner and selected few whose
meeting with him would not harm the dictator's interests, and
others were rejected. Thus the arrangement made by Shri
Maheshwari for the public to meet the Vigilance Commlssioner was
only an eyewash. Probably, Mr. “aheshwari screened the= public wlth
the intention only to avoid the people who are against his anti-
socialistic activities, entering the Government Housej; as the
interview of the public with the Vigilance Commissioner was fixed
ot Government House and the Vigilance Commissioner was bthe guest
of Shri Maheshwari during his stay of one week, It is interest-
ing to note here that Mr. Prasad was also deprived of the oppor-
tunity to meet the Vigilance Commissioner. Does the Vigilance
Commissioner know about this? This clearly shows the fear of
Shri Maheshwari whether Mr. Prasad might disclose some facts goinW
on behind the iron curtain.

When V.I.Ps visit the Andaman Islands, they are given a
good pnicture of these Islands (well made up ) completely keeping
f£hem in darkness of the matters behind the iron curtain. If any
attempt is put forward to take these V.I.Ps behind this curtain
this is controlled by pointing loaded guns.

A Muslim trading concern is well established here and they
have monopolised the trade in the entire group of Nicobar Islandse
These Islands are declared as Tribal Area only for the convenience
of thesd Tradars. Nobody is allowed to enter these Islands with-
out the permission of either Mr. Maheshwari or the Muglim Traders.
The Andaman Administration is in the clutches of this Company
for all practical purvoses. Suspicions are formed in the minds of
peonle here that certain informations and documents such as maps
and landing plots, etc. are being passed on %o Pakistan by some
pro-Pakistanis here. There were instances which caused curiosity
and alsrm in the public minds, on which no action was %k taken
by the Administration when reported to them. In the present
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days of National Emergency when Pakistan and China have become

a regular headache to India by their threats, we should be on

high vigilance. But instead the Andaman AdminTFehaaiti gnsprotends

to be ignorant of the pro-Pakistani activities here which will
naturally encourage the enemies to take full advantage of the si=~
tuation. The reports of occasional detection of Chinese and Pakis-
tani poacher ships in the Bay of Bengal have created a sense of
fear in the public minds in Andamans. These poacher ships are

seen in Andaman waters on the pretext of harmless fishing fleets.
But who knows the great idea behind these fishing S SR e e g S

learnt that in one of these fishing ships some maps and survey
equipments were found.

The progress of the development of Andaman Islands are
retarded by this unsatisfactory state of affairs which are caused
by the dictatorial administration of %the present Administrator
and a huge amount of public funds is wasted for no purpose.

TIs it not possible to unveil this jron curtalin? If so when?
Will the authorities please take a serious notice of these, and
take immediate steps to remove this iron curtain and bring every-
thing in true light, so that the people of Andaman Islands can
also feel secure in our democratic and socialist country.

"l Yours

Probo-nobo=publico.

) »
;"’I/;J( é’éL( ( :
Pritham S. Lall. #

Convener,
Citizens' Committee, Port Blair.
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The practice of trsnsfering efTice bearemps

af the irade Uaien znd these dis=trezting
the activitics of the Uniem should he

discontinuned forinvith,

ko

SECREIARY ' PREC IDENT
-“»‘I&ob .--'cv.l"ﬂ ts'-, £ sS ct: l"‘ri}éis %3
Yort Biair, Port Tluir.
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