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23 January 1964
PRESS COMMUNIQIR

Shri Satish Loomba, Secretary, AITUC, has issued the following

statement:

"The ATITUC notes with concern that efforts are being made
by interested parties to delay the work of the Central Wage Becard
for Coalmining Industry and that attempts are also beihg made
to influence the Board's recommendations by creating an artifi-
cial crisis in the industry. According to reports, on the plea
of 'overproduction','surplus stocks', etc., miners are being
laid off in some mining areas.

"It has also been brought to our notice that on the question
of categorisation and job description in the coalmines which
were based on a bipartite agreement in 1956, efforts are now
made to made drastic changes disadvantageous to the workers
and without consulting the trade union centres. This-would
lead to serious consequences. It is unfortunate that on this
problem, no serious efforts were made by the Wage Board to
consult all the major trade union centres.

"The Coal Wage Board was set up after years of delay and
even after one and half years of its functioning, the Wage Board
has not yet taken steps to expedite its report. This should
be done immediately."

Satish Loomba)
ec

(
Secretary, AITUC
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24 February 1964

PRESS COMMUNIQUE

Shri S.4.Dange, General Secretary, AITUC, has issued the

following statement:

ON ARRESTS OF TRADE UNIONISTS IN BHOPAL

"Reports from Bhopal indicate that instead of speedily
resolving the long-outstanding disputes about D.4. and recogni-
tion in the Heavy Electricnls plant, the Government have
resorted to repressive measurcs and have arrested the leading
activists of the Union, including Union President, Shri Bhowmick,
who is on hunger-strike. The AITUC condemns these arrests and
demands that the trade unionists be released forthwith.

"4s is well-known, the Bhopal Heavy Electricals plant
workers were forced into action hecause there was no channel
of communication between the workers and the management and
because recognition has not been granted to the Heavy Electricals
Scrvants Trade Union which commands the support of over 80 per
cent of the employeces, The INTUC affiliate which has been
accorded 'rcpresentative status' under the M.P.Industrial
Relations .ct has no following in the plant and this union was
imposed on the workers against their wishes.

"It is regrettable that the M.P.Chicf Minister, on whose
assurances the hunger-strike was carlier withdrawn, took no
corrective action to resolve the disputes and that the workers
were again forced to rcsort to struggle.

"The &LITUC supports thc struggle of the H.E.L. workcrs and
demands that Government conccde the workers' long-outstanding
demands, "
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for Secretary,
© AITUC
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24 February 1964
PRESS COMMUNIQUE

Shri S.A.Dange, General Secretary, hAll-India Trade Union
Congress, has issued the following statement:

"The AITUC congratulates all those thousands of workers who
went on a three-day hunger-strike from 2C to 22 February, in
response to the call given by the National Campaign Committee of
the Toilers of India. The AITUC congratulates particularly

the women workers, especially in Bombay, who have joined in
this action.

"According to information received, over fiftythousand
leaders and workers wcre on hunger-strike in all States of India
except Madras, where the hunger-strike will take place in March.
Lakhs of workers demonstrated daily in support of the hunger-
strikes and common men and women came in huge numbers to express
their sympsthy and solidarity with the demands of the campaign.

"We hope that this demonstration will have some effect on
the Government to shed their complacency and will force them to
take steps to check price-rises, link D.A. with cost of living,
correct fraudulent indices, withdraw excise duty on essentials
like tea, cloth, kerosene and sugar, introduce state-trading
in foodgrains and netionalise banks. The hunger-strikes have

clearly expressed the will and the mood of the working class of
India. ' .

"The AITUC notes that a spokesman of the Union Labour
Ministry claimed yesterday that these popular demonstrations
organised by the trade unions constitute a breach of the Code of
Discipline and the Industrial Truce Resolution. The matter
is not of legal quibbling. But even as regards legal inter-
pretation of the Code, all that it says is that there shall be
no hunger-strike without notice. Jdidequate notice was in this
case served on the Government and none could say that this step
took them by surprise.

"The spokesman of the Ministry has claimed that there is a
tripartitc agreemecnt ageinst the conduct of hunger-strikes by
the trade unions. The AITUC may point out that there was no
unanimous agreement in the tripartite meeting and most of the
workers' organisations, including the AITUC, had expressed their
disagreement with the proposal made by Government on this question.

"is regards the Industrial Trucce Resolution and the current
agitation by the trade unions, the AITUC may point out that
the Resolution clearly laid down as an integral responsibility
of the Governmment and the employers that prices would not be
2llowed to rise. During 1963, even Government figures of cost
of living indices (all-India) have shown a Ffise of 10 points
between January and December, and it is clear therefore that
the Government did nothing to arrest the price rise and bring
relief to the people, despite all the Emergency powers,
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24 February 1964
PRESS COMMUNI'QUE

Shri S.A.Dange, General Secretary, Lll-India Trade Union

Congress, has issued the following statement:

"The LITUC congratulates all those thousands of workers who
went on a three-day hunger-strike from 20 to 22 February, in
response to the call given by the National Campaign Committee of
the Toilers of India. The AITUC congratulates particularly

the women workers, especially in Bombay, who have joined in
this action.

"According to information received, over fiftythousand
leaders and workers wcre on hunger-strike in all States of India
except Madras, where the hunger-strike will take place in March.
Lakhs of workers demonstrated daily in support of the hunger-
strikes and common men and women came in huge numbers to express
thelr sympothy and solidarity with the demands of the campaign.

"We hope that this demonstration will have some effect on
the Government to shed their complacency and will force them to
take steps to check price-rises, link D.4. with cost of living,
correct fraudulent indices, withdraw excise duty on essentials
like tea, cloth, kerosene and sugar, introduce state-trading
in foodgrains and nationalise banks. The hunger-strikes have

clearly expressed the will and the mood of the working class of
India. ’ ' '

"The AITUC notes that a spokesman of the Union Labour
Ministry claimed yesterday that these popular demonstrations
organised by the trade unions constitute a breach of the Code of
Discipline and the Industrial Truce Resolution. The mafter
is not of legal quibbling. But even as regards legal inter-
pretation of the Code, all that it says is that there shall be
no hunger-strike without notice. 4idequate notice was in this
case served on the Government and none could say that this step
took them by surprise.

"The spokesman of the Ministry has claimed that there is a
tripartite agreemcont against the conduct of hunger-strikes by
the trade unions. The 4ITUC may point out that there was no
unanimous agreement in the tripartite meeting and most of the
workers' organisations, including the 4ITUC, had expressed their
disagreement with the proposal made by Government on this question.

"As regards the Industrial Truce Resolution and the current
agitation by the trade unions, the AITUC may point out that
the Resolution clearly laid down as an integral responsibility
of the Government and the employers that prices would not be
allowed to rise. During 1963, even Government figures of cost
of living indices (all-India) have shown a fise of 10 points
between January and December, and it 1s clear therefore that
the Government did nothing to arrest the price rise and bring
relief to the people, despite all the Emergency powers,
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PRESS _STATEMENT .

Prices of essential articles are continuously rising and the
Government has failed to eheck them, is now admitted even by Union
Finance Minister T.T .Krishnamachari. Common man, including workers
and peasants have falled to obtain any relief through government
machinery to this end. The taxation policy of the government in the
last budget has helped the prices further td’ shoot up.

Dearness allowace which is being paid to the workers is so =~
inadequate that it could not stop their real wages and purchasing
power continuously falling .The toilers have no option but to -
agitate against these policies of government and fight against 1t.
The great petition and march on 13th Sept.1963 compelled the govt.
to withdraw compulsory deposit scheme for a section of workers and
make changes in the Gold Control rules. It has failed to bring down
prices. Tarcugh constitutional methods the toilers of India want to
bring about change in the policy of govt. which helps rising prices
and at the same time does not adversely affect the defence and
development of the country. Acceptance by the govt. of 11 point
demand put forth by the AJI.T.U.,, in Dec. 1963 will enable it to
achieve this. The present three phHased programme of the toilers 1s
undertaken because of the failure of the govt. to respond to it in
deeds. The first phase of fast by thousands of workers and leaders
throughout the country from 20th to 22nd Feb. 64 has been successful}
beyond expcctatidns. The next two phagses i.e. demonstration before
factories for 15 minutes either before or after the working hours
from March 7th and Satyagraha before Parliament on April 6th to
begin with by 1000 persons, will follow, Ifymeanwhile no response
is made from the government and the employers, one day token
strike and Hartal all over the country may have to be resorted to,
if even then there is no change in the situation.

The Union Labour Ministry has charged A,I.T,U.C, for violation
of Indus-Trial Tr@ce resolution, code of discipline and tripartile
decisions of the 1LC. Some employers have also expressed similar
views. This is like the Kettle calling the pot black.

AITUC , along with other Central T,U, organizations, employers
and the Union and State Governments unanimously agreed with the
code of dis~ipline in 1958 and Industrial Truce Resolution in Ngv,
1962, AITUC had insisted and the then Union Labour Minister had
agreed the code of discipline and other decisions of the ILC «
specially those taken in 1957-58 are to be taken together for
implementation by all concerned. A,I.T.U.C. and other central T.U,
Organizatins have on several occassions pointed out in tripartite
meetings through correspondance and interviews with the -
authorities concerned that the employers, ineluding public sector
employers and the Union and State Governments have not been

abiding by the code and that this 1s being imposed only on the
working class.

It will be useful if the Labour Ministry checks up its own
records of various ILC meetingswhere in worker's representatives
have stated time and again that resorting to hunger strike is not
violation cof code of discipline. Workers can be discouraged from
taking to the path of agitation, demonstrations, hunger-strike
and strikes, only 1f all the employers including government = -
concerned and their machinery move promptly to redress workers
grievances as against the present in different and some times
callous attitude. Even in the 20th Session of the ILC serious
neglect and violation of the code of discipline and Industrial
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truce resolutions by the employers and the government was brought
to the notice by our representatives.

The Industrial truce resolution passed on Nov.3rd 1962 enjoins
upon the Covt.'" to ensure that price of Industrial goods and =
essential commodities are not allowed to increase" . The government
has miserably failed to carry out their obligations in this respecth

Particularly public sector employers, have behaved very -
bureaucratically recognised unions arbitrarily,refused to link D.Ae
to the cost of living Index and pay Bonus to their worirers.The -
attitude of the Govts.(both Union & States)with their own employees
in respect of grant of D.A:fully neutralising increase in . -,
Dearness i1s a pointer.

The employees have failed to carry out their obligations regarde
ing closure,retrenchment and rationalization and taking recourse to
arbitration as method of settling Industrial disputes among other
obligations undertaken by them in the code discipline & the Indus-
trial truce resolution.The Labour Ministry is fully aware of it. -
Employers were concerned with profits as first motive and often
neglected the interest of the country,its defence,consumers and
the workers .They took full advantage of the early period of -
emergency of the undertaking by the workers,not to interrupt
production by minting more and more profits and attacking workers
rights and their trade unions. The machinery of Labour Ministry -
proved incapable of chalking the employers until workers, in the
changed situation at the borders and the country toock upon them-
selves to defend their interest by agitations and actions.Thus
Industrial truce resolutions remained unilaterally binding only
on the workers and their trade unions. For the emnloyers and the
government it is used as only another stick to beat the workers
with, whenever necessary.

AITUC and HMS expressed clearly in 2lst Session of the ILC held
in July 1963 and in subsequent tripartite meetings that the situa-
tion in the country has changed from what it was in Nov. 1962 and
especially because the Government and the employers have failed
to carry out their obligations of Industrial Truce resclutions,the
blanket ban on the strikes and struggles of the working class -

( whereever necessary ) will no longer be operative. Even now, we
will not start strikes, just for the sake of strikes but as =
explainBd in the ILC if workers were forced to resort to struggle,
our place is with the working class.

Uptill now the programme of the movement care has been taken
that workers do not absent from their duties to the extent that

production suffers. Production figures during 20th and 22nd Feb.
1964 will prove it,

Government has collected more taxes than anticipated. It is

high time that the forth coming budget gives relief to the common
man,

AITUC has used all the existing avenues of settlement in
bringing these issues before the authorities concerned. If we
look to the moving fast it is simdly because government machinery
is not speedy enough in checking rise in prices and tackling
workers lssues. AITUC will continue its fight for the 11 point
demand along with other trade unions and sectionsof .the people,

till tangible results are achieved and workers and peoples =
interestsare secured.

bAZ ./]._,--'——-'ec"g"
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(K.G ., SHRIWASTAV )
Secretary.
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PRESS COMMUNIGQUE 2 March 1964

BUDGET PROPOSALS FAIL TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO COMMON MAN
- AITUC AGITATION AGAINST PRICE-RISES TO CONTINUE

Shri K.G.Sriwastava, Secretary, AITUC, has issued the follow-
ing statements

"The common people of our country, groaning under crushing
tax burdens and price-rises, expected from the Government not only
no fresh tax burdens but positive relief by way of reduction in
the insidious indirect taxes on daily necessities and measures
to bring down the price levels which are now abnormally high.

"In the budget presented by Shri T.T.Krishnamachari last
Saturday, he has withdrawn the CDS completely. He did not impose
new taxes on the common man and has made someé re-adjustments in
the indirect levies on items affecting the lives of the common
people.

"Shri Krishnamachari has given more relief to the business
community by withdrawing the Super Profit Tax and by several new
rebates by way of incentive to private enterprise, Levying
of certain new taxes on this wealthy section of the society does
not increase the burden on the employers. On the other hand,
there has been no reduction of duties and indirect taxes affecting
the mass of the people.

"As regards soaring prices, the Finance Minister has only
taken note of it but has not taken any steps to curb this trend
or bring prices down. He has totally ignored the demand for
nationalisation of banks, etc. In fact, in an interview with
a foreign journal, he has claimed that 'the demand is being
raised by a very small section and I do not think we need really
bother about it.

"No steps are also being contemplated to check the growing
tendency of concentration of wealth in a few hands.

"While the Finance Minister has no scheme for reducing
prices through physical controls and State trading, particularly
in relation to foodgrainsz and other essential commodities and
thus provide relief to the common people, he has favoured
de-control of certain industrial goods. This policy will
only lead to further increase in price levels.

And to top it all, the Finance Minister has sought to reverse
the present industrial policy and allow private foreign invest-
ment in sectors earmarked for the Public Sector and which are in
strategic fields. This is a dangerous trend and most ominous for
the future of our country.

"The working class and the toiling millions in our country have

no hope of relief from the budget proposals. They will continue
to face the rigours of prics-rises in the coming months. The
movement for the effective steps to check price rises, for
rcduction in excise duties on kerosene, tea, sugar, etec., linking
of D.A. with the price index, correction of the index, nationalisa-
tion of banks, StateArading in foodgrains, etc., as per the 1l-
point Charter of Demands of the National Campaign will, therefore,
have to be continued and intensified." 1D N

e )7 | s I e -
(K.G.Sriwastava)
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15 March 1964
PRESS COMMUNI QUE

ATTUC DEMANDS REGULAR TRIPARTITE MEETING TO REVIEW
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS SITUALTION

In a communication to the Union Labour Minister, Shri D,
Sanjivayya, Shri S.L.Dange, AITUC General Secretary, has demanded
that a regular meeting of the tripartite Standing Labour
Committee or the Indian Labour Conference should be convened
to review the present industrial relations situation.

The LITUC has objected to the continuation of the Standing
Committee on Industrial Truce and the meeting of this Committee
which has been convened next Monday by the Labour Ministry, to
discuss only the agitation launched by the AITUC, Shri Dange
has stated that to call a tripartite to discuss only the
actions of the AITUC showed a highly partisan attitude on the
part of the Governmment and, therefore, the AITUC cannot agree
to being a party to such a procedure.

Shri Dange reiterated thdt the main responsibility in
creating discontent amongst the working people and the violation
of the truce atmosphecre lies on the taxation and other policies
of the Government and the provocations carricd out by the
monopolists in various ways. He said that the recent budget
has further worsened the situation by giving unheard of
concessions to the big monopolists - Indian and foreign, and
by refusing to give even the slightest conccssion in taxes

that mainly affect the consumer goods required by the workers
and peasants.

If the Government were seriously interested in finding
a solution to the present problems, what is needed is that either
the Indian Labour Conference or the Standing Labour Committee
should be convened to discuss the present industrial relations
situation in the country, in which, not only the 4ITUC but all
TU organisations have been forced to defend the workers against
the onslaughts of the Government and the monopolists.

The LITUC felt that in the conditions that exist today,
the continuasion of a Committee on Industrial Truce as such
is out of date. The ALITUC, therefore, will not be participating
in the meeting of the Committee scheduled for March 16.
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(K.G.8riwastava
Secretary, &LITUC
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I crave the hospitality of your esteemed paper for
cxpressing my views on the Union Labouf Minister's speech dn
Parliament during discussion of grant of Labour Department.

The Minister's speech unfortunately does.not touch upon
any of the present burning issues of the workjing class and
toiling millions.

He @¢sks: will the prices come down by strikes and
azitations?

Mo, we know the prices will not automatically cdﬁé,dbﬁhﬁ'
as & result .of strikes and agitations but through agitations

Koo [ 15 A=Al
and strikes, the workers and masses of India want to'%e}}-a*hﬁk¢ajl
the Ministers, <akdimed and his Government to the live
issues of the peopite, and the necessity to take positive and
prompt action to hold the ;rice line and reddbé'taxeé.gn-,
the poor, without slowing cdown defence and development
pians of tﬂe country. It is hoped this will help .them to
risc from their slumhber., It is regrettable that agltations
up till now has not reached on thé Finance and Labour
finisters as is evident from their speeches in the Parliament
wher they only promise to closcly watch the situation
resarding prices. lYore agitation and may be all-India
strike 1s nceded (o wakc them up to the realities. They
con avold strikes by taking up these 1ssues in right earnest
and promptly finding a solutlon,

e has criticised o scction of trade unions for dividing
the unity of the working class which was achieved after the
Chinese attack, throuch these agitations. the splitters of TU
or,anisations are very well known in the country and they are
nione other than those of his own political party whom Ministers
lilze Shri Sanjivayya and Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri boost up.

Shri Sanjivayya has also threatened that this section

0f the trade unions will not get the benefit of tripartite
. 1

agrecments, viz., voluntary arbitration, etc. The present

11,
-
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situation in the industry would not have arisen 1f-the various
tripartite decisions were implemented prbﬁptiy%“”ﬁmployers, both
private as well as of public sector violating these
tripartite agreements and the Labour Ministry being a silent
spectator, only sermonising the workers and the trade unions
has in fact brousht about this situation.

In the last meeting of the Industrial Truce Committee,
not a single word has bheen said about the employers and
Government violating tripartite agreements and Industrial
“ruce resolution. Neither does any such reference appecar
in the Minister's spcech.

i s

Mot outhursts and accusations but consideration o§=
mirning igsues of the people and the working ‘class prpmptly
only will bring industrial peace. Let the new Union

Labour Minister anply his mind to this.

N/ i ﬁ""i’["’f‘ “ K. P Pas heoolonn’
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FOR_FAVOUR OF PUBL ICATION

21 March 1964

WORKING CLASS TO UPHOLD NATIONAL AND CLASS SOL IDARITY

AGAINST COMMUNAL ISM

KG.Sriwastava, Secretary, 411 India Trade Union Congress, has issued the

following statement:

" Reports of recent happenings in certain centres indicate that the communal
demon has begun to raise its ugly head, threatening national and class unity in
these industrial towns. Vested interests are obviously behind this orgy and it is
necessary that the organised working class movement should be vigilant, intervene
in time and devote all its energies to defeat communal reaction.

" The AITUC appeals to all workers and trade unions to unitedly strive to
isolate the communal reactionaries and the anti-social elements, to organise
peace squads in affected areas and preserve communal harmony.

" The AITUC hopes that the working class in this country which has had a
proud tradition in upholding communal harmony will rise to the occasion and in
alliance with all democrats, decisively intervene to foil the attempts of commu-
nal reaction',

W8 foereriat ™

mfets =
(X .G .Sriwastava)
Secretary
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MOST URGENT

CIRCULAR 23 March 1964
To All State Committees
To All Members of the General

Council of the AITUC

Dear Comrades,

The AITUC views with grave concern the outburst of communal
riots specially in working class areas and centres. We have already
appealed through the press to the unions and our functionaries
to make all-out efforts to improve the situation in these centres
and take preventive measures in others.

In this connection, the AITUC welcomes the initiative of the
Home Ministry in setting up tripartite machinery for maintaining
communal peace and amity in working class centres and for taking
effective and timely steps against communal disturbances. The
AITUC considers that it is the first and foremost duty of every
trade union to fight against the spread of communal poison in
the working class. If the working class falls a prey to the dark
forces of communal reaction, the very basis of the trade union
movement is completely knocked out in a country like ours.

Reactionary and communal forces in our country are trying to
justify these communal disturbances as some sort of a natural
reaction to what 1s happening in East Pakistan. Communal
passions are being roused and workers are being told that retalia-
tion is the only way to help the minorities in East Pakistan.
Demands are being raised even for an exchange of population as
a solution to the communal problem.

The AITUC calls upon all its affiliates to fight against
such propaganda and see that it is not able to mislead the working
class., The minorities in India are as much a part of the Indian
people as the majority community and not hostages to be held
responsible for the misdeeds of the Pakistan ruling circles,

The working class has to be made aware that just as in Pakistan
the Ayub regime is resorting to communal disturbances to suppress
the democratic movement, so in India communal disturbances are

a weapon in the hands of Indian reaction to suppress,. divide,
disrupt and defeat the growing working class movement, Communal
disturbances in India not only do not help the minorities in East
Pakistan, they actually strengthen the Pakistani ruling circles
in their attempt to crush the widespread democratic and secular
movement in Pakistan for such denands as the introduction of an
adult franchise.

It is therefore the sacred duty of every trade unionist in
every part of the country, to mobilise the entire strength of the
working class movement to defeat the reactionary designs of dark
forces of communal reaction and maintain and build the unity of

the working class. At the same time, the AITUC demands from-the
Government, urgent and effective steps against groups and newspapers
who have been spreading communal propaganda in the country.

vee/ons



= @ =

Trade unions in disturbed areas should immediately form
committees, move in the greas (wherever necessary with passes
from the authorities concerned), issue leaflets and posters and
take cvery conceivable method to bring the situation to normalcy.
The Home Ministry had a discussion with representatives of
Central TU oprganisations here yesterday and agreed to give
facilities to such work, Regular reports shodld be sent to the

AITUC office and difficulty, if any experienced, immediately
informed,

The TUs should also attend to the immediate question of
relief in the riot-affected areas.

In all industrial centres, the trade unions should actively
canpaign for communal harmony and class unity and in apprehended
trouble spots, utmost vigilance should be exercised to isolate the
trouble-melers and with the help of the authorities, take

prompt action against anti-social elements before they could
do any mischief, '

This work should be treated as part of the Campaign of the
Toilers. Only by maintaining class unity, irrespective of caste,
religion and colour can we move ahead.

THIS IS A PRIORITY TASK.

Please send us reports of your activities in this
connection,

With greetings,

Yours fraternally,
Wl [ remsla~s

Wil
(K.G.Sriwastava) 25/ 3
Secretary

Copy of statement issued by Com,. K,G,Sriwastava, 6enr:razat,ar'y, 411 India
Trade Union Congress, on 21 March 1964 to the presst

" Reports of recent happenings in certain centres indicate that the commu-
nal demon has begun to raise its ungly head, threatening national and lass
unity in these industrial towns, Vested interests are obviously behind this
orgy and it is necessary that the organised working class movement should be
vigilant, intervene in time and devote all its cnergis to defeat commumal
reaction,

" The AITUC appeals to all workers and trade unions to unitedly strive to
isolate the communal reactionaries and the anti-social elements, to orgsnise
peace squads in affected areas and preserve communal harmony,

" The AXITUC hopes that the working class in this eountry which has had
a proud tradition in upholding ecommunal harmony will rise to the occasion and
in alliance with all demoerats, decisively intervene to foil the attempts of
corrmumnal reaction",
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FUR_ FLJOUR OF PUBLICATION

30 March 1964

Secretariat of the All India ‘rade Union Congress, has issued the

foilovding statement:

" The #1l India Trade Union Congress strongly condemns the lock-out in
the Heavy Electricals Limited, Bhopal,

" For quite sometime past the workers of Heavy Flectricals Limited have
been struggling to achieve their legitimate demands of adequate dearness allowanir»
and recognition of the most representative union the Heavy Electricals Servants'
“rode Union. But the management which is fully backed by the Government has been
denying thelr just claims and has foisted a puppet union as representative
¢t *ne workers. Now the management of this public sector enterprise has declared
& lock-out which is clearly illegel and unjustified. It is nothing but an attempt
.¢ breosk the workers morale and to smash the Heavy Electricals Servants! Trade
Calon,

"alongwith the lockout leaders of the workers have been arrested and
2d.

d=tad

L

" Tne all India Trade Union Congress demands immediate lifting of the lock-
out, rclease of the arrested leaders, and opening of discussion with rightful

represcntatives of the workers to restore industrial peace and production.”

- i — ’
Lo Fon it

———

(Satish Loomba)
Secretary
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New Delhi-t,

FOR FAVOUR OF PURHL IC..TION

3 April 1964

The Secretariatyof the All-India Trade Union Congress and the National Fede-
ration of Indian Road Transport Workers have issued the following statement. -

" The AITUC and the National Federation of Indian Road Transport Workers fully
support the struggle of the Kerala State Transport workers for the restoration of
rights and benefits which the State Government had unjustifiably withdrawn in 1960.

" The employees have been conducting continuous satyagraha for the last two
months and from March 30 onwards, Sri K.V. Surandranath, General Secretary of the
Employees' Union has gone on a hunger-strike on this issue.

"What is particularly significant in this connection is that the employees
have been compelled to launch a struggle for the revival of Works Committees, Staff
Councils and #ppeal Boards which should be a part of the normal set up in any
industrial or commercial undertaking. In fact, under the scheme of joint consulta-
tion with workers which was successfully implemented at the time of the previous
Communist-led Ministry in the State, these bodies had played a very useful role.
Despite the exhortations to practice worker-participation in management as part
of the Plan's labour policy, the Kerala Government completely sabotaged the joint
council scheme in the State Transport.

"It is learnt that the State Government has claimed that since the State
Transport is a departmental undertaking, labour laws and conventions as applicable
the industrial workers will not be applicable to the transport workers, This is
indeed queer logic and goes contrary to the past practices in the State Transport
undertaking itself where settlements under the industrial law had been arrived

at earlier.

"It is all the more reprehensible that instead of resolving the outstand-
ing disputes in this State Sector undertaking, the #dministration is indulging
in unfair labour practices like victimisation, prolongation of working hours,
re-introduction of the daily wage system which was earlier abolished, etc. The
authorities have also refused to implement the Standing l.abour Committee recommend-
ation on linking of Dearness ‘illowance with the cost of living index and mone-

’

tary relief as against the steep rise in prices of essential commodities.

"The 4TTUC and the National Federation demand that the Government

should immediately intervene, before the situation deteriorates further,"

AL 3 T =
/YK ;,44.4.1-,;/5-‘#;/1,{’ _ _ € Lo oot
£ --'-_"‘-.‘ -
(N.D, Sundriyal) (satish Loomba)
General Secretary Secretary
National Federation of All-India Trade Union Congress

Indian Road Transport Workers



Cable: "..I1 UCONGH Phones: 57787/5L740
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5-E, Jhatdewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi-t1,

C IRCULSR
L April 1964

1) A1l National Campaign Committee members,

2) 411 8.T.U.Cs,
Dear Comrades,

We are enclosing herewith copies of three resolutions passed by the
National Campaign Committee of Toilers of India at its meeting held here on
3rd and 4th april, 1964, for your information.

1. On Toilers Campaign,

2+ On Unity against Communalism,
3. On Bomus Commission Report,

Please acknowledge receipt,

Yours fratemn ally,

S
/) - | I AV T
(‘l }l: : \V‘/\'. /,/

S
(K .G .Sriwastava) Lfr L‘
Secretary

P,S, Please send.us reports on the activity of our unions in combatting

commmalism and the problems encountered.

kﬁn—a
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4 spril 1964
FOR FALVOQUR OF PUBL ICATION

ON_BONUS COMMISSION REPORT

This meeting of the National Campaign Committee of the Toilers of India
voices its strong protest at the dilatory tactics of the Government of India on
the question of the implementation of the Report of the Bonus Commission and at
its weak~kneed attitude to the pressures belng exerted by the employers to water
down the meagre gains of the workers, It is strange that though the representa-
tive of the public sector managements had fully agreed with the report, the
Finance Ministry is trying to interfere and help this watering down of the

Commission's recommendations.

This meeting warns the Government that the workers will in no case
accept any such move. This meeting calls upon the workers to observe 15th .pril
1964 as a day of protest against this move of the employers and Government. by

sending protest telegrams to the Labour Minister with copies to the ATTUC,




ALL~INDIA TRADE UNION CONGREGSS

5-E Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi 1

4 Lpril 1964
PRESS COMMUNI QUE

The National Campaign Committee of the Toilers of India
~which concluded its two-day session in Delhi today, adopted the

following resolutions

"The National Campaign Committee of the Toilers of India
which met at New Delhi on April 3 and 4, heartily congratulates
the hundreds of trade unions and lakhs of workers who have
enthusiastically responded to its call for mass hunger-strikes
and demonstrations during February and March. It also congra-
tulates the lakhs of common men and women who expressed their
active solidarity and sympathy with these working class actions

"The National Campaign Committee notes that around its
1l-point Charter of Demands, a growing and conscious mobilisa-
tion is developing, not only in the ranks of the trade union
movement, but also among broad sections of the toilers, middle-
class and progressive intelligentsia.

"Industrial mass actions by the workers of different
industries and enterprises on demands relating to dearness
allcwance, wages, rising prices, fraudulent cost of living
indices, trade union rights, etc., are mounting in intensity
and tempo. Wider and wider sections of the working class,
irrespective of affiliations, are being drawn into this movement
on the basis of their own experiences and sufferings., The
National Cagmpaign Committee 1s particularly gratified to
find that the INTUC, HMS, UTUC, Hind Mazdoor Panchayat and
several industrial federations, though not yet prepared for
immediate united action, have gone unequivocally on record in
support of most of the common demands of the workers and the
need for mass mobilisation to secure them from the employers
and to change the Government's labour policy in a progressive
direction.

"The National Campaign Committee is firmly of opinion
that only a coordinated countrywide mass action, based on all-ir
working class unity can have a decisive effect on the Govern-
ment's and employers' anti-labour and anti-democratic policies.
However, it is also true that no single organisation commands
sufficient influence and resources at present to bring about
such an action on its own. The efforts of all have to be
coordinated and unified in such a way that the entire
working class, supported by the broad toiling masses, can be
brou§ht into action for the common demands which are accepted
by all.

"The National Campaign Committee draws pointed attention
to the fact that not a single major demand of the working classc
has yet been conceded by either the Government or the employers.
Plenty of wvague assurances are no substitute for the harsh
reality that prices of essential commodities continue to rule
at unprecedentedly high levels, the overwhelming majority of
enterprises in both the private and public sectors have
ignored the unanimous decision for opening of fair price shops,
real wages of the workers continue to decline, speculation
in foodgrains continues, the defective cost of livihg indices
have been only partially rectified at one or two centres.,

¢ e 0 0 2 9 & P.TIO'
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The Bonus Commission's report has disappeared indefinitely

into the Government's files, the employers' offensive of
victimisation, denial of trade union rights continues in

full force, the new Budgets of the Central and State Governments
have continued the old pattern of imposing the brunt of

taxes on the lower-income groups, and the mounting demand

for nationalisation of banks has been summarily rejected by

the Union Finance Minister on the floor of Parliament,

Hence, the sufferings of the working class and toilers
are continuing unabated. In this situation, the National
Campailgn Committee reiterates its proposal for a. countrywide,
one-day general strike and hartal as an essential step for
winning its just demands., With this end in view, it appeals
to all central trade union organisations and federations.
without exception and to all workers throughout the country,
to build up a mighty united front on the basis of their
commonly eXpressed demands and for joint countrywide action.
to achieve them, ‘ .

In view of the growing importance of evolving agreed
forms of action and struggle which would help to bring different
trade union organisations still closer to each other in the
interests of achieving common demands, and also in view of
the serious communal and other disruption prevailing in various
parts of the country and requiring the constant on-the-spot
presence and vigilance of trade union leaders and cadres, the
National Canpaign Committee also resolves to withdraw fts
previously announced programme of a national satyagraha before
the Parliament from April 15 and to concentrate all its
encrgies on the campaign for a countrywide token general strike.

The National Campaign Committee resolves to set up a
sub-committee consisting of Comrades S.4.Dange, Ranen Sen,
K.G.Sriwastava, Indrajit Gupta, Sztish Loomba, Datta Deshmukh,
Parvathi Krishnan, Prabhat Kar and S,S.Yusuf to establish
closer contacts and hold talks with other organisations at
all-Tndia and State levels with the object of bringing about
maximum possible coordination and unity between them for
a countrywide mass action at a suitable time.
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
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PRESS RELEASE

21 April 1964

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has issued the

following statementi-

"The strike in the Jay Bngineering Works, Calcutta began on 17th
December 1963: On 10th April 1964 the West Bengal Government declared
it illegal under the Defence of India Rules, Yesterday Com, Sushobhan qu,
General Secretary of the union has been arrested under the Pefence of India
Rules. Com, Sushobhan_Roy was arrested while the leaders of the union inclu-

ding him were reportedly negotiating with the Chief Minister, West Bengzl.

"The {ill-India Trade Union Congress condems the use of the Defence of
India Rules to curb the legitimate struggle gf the workers and in par?icular
the arrest of the General Secre?afy. Kepeated attempts to seEtle the disputes
through negotiat%ons have failed due to the obstinate attitude of the employers,
What was required was that the Government should intervene to bring pressure
upon the employers to settle with the workers, Use of the Defence of India

Rules will only complicate the matter..

"The 4,I,T,U,C, therefore demands immediate release of Com, Sushobhan
Roy, withdrawal of the notification declaring the strike illegal and convening

of tripartite meeting by the Goverrment to settle the issue."

fﬁ oM “Fin L

————

(satish Loomba)
Secretary



21 April 1964

YEESAGE FOR MCSCOW RADID OM THE EVE OF MAY DAY, 1964

Deor Cornrades,

¥ey Day of 196, reainds the InAlan Working clase the slogm
of " Workere of all land unite" more forecefully. The recent wayrof
unity among the workding cless orgsnisations in Latin America, Afrieca
and a united action in India against price rise are welcome feature.
United strugsle of working class movement in France and Italy in
Europe against thelr monopoliets are a great strength of the working
clase rovenent., Building of Socialiem and Communiem in the Socialist
comntries notably in the U.S.S.i. not only helps the workers of
these countries but is a positive pain for the movement of a world
peace, ficht againest imperialism and democracy. The close ties that
the people of the Soviet Union and India anAd particularly the
working clase of both these countries have nainteined for the last
L5 years ig growing. Indian people and working clase thanks the
Soviet Union for the help in building Heavy Industriee in our

contry, We wish workere in Soviet Union more and rore success,

K .G .Sriwastava)
Cecretary, AITUC,
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ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESGSS
5-E Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi

21 April 1964
PRESS COMMUNIGQUE

A.I.T.U,C. DEMANDS IMMEDIATE REVISION OF CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' D, A.

The Secretariat of the AITUC has issued the following
statements

"The Secretariat of the AITUC urges upon the Government
to immediately concede the demand of the employees for a
revision in their D.A., The employees have been entitled
to this rise, even on the most retrograde formula laid down
by the Pay Commission, i.e., an dverage rise of 1O points
in 12 months has been reached, when the January 1964 index
has been stated as 140,

"The gll-India index for February 1964 is stated to be
142, Thus due to the corrections made only in six out of 27
centres, the index for all-India has shown a rise of four
points since November. This proves the contention of the
trade unions that the malpractices in index compilation,
partly brought to light by Expert Committees, should be fully
probed into in respect of all centres for which consumer
price indices are published. The AITUC would demand that
Government should take immediate measures to rectify the faults
in the indices for all centres and correct the All-Indisa
Consumer Price Index also,

"When the index has risen to 142 in February, the
employees of the Life Insurance Corporation would also be
entitled to a D.A. revision., The AITUC hopes that the authori-
ties will not linger on a settlement on this dispute and
would provide prompt relief.

"The AITUC hopes that Government would also take steps
to revise the formula on D.A. for Central Government employees,
to make it more realistic and capable of providing prompt
relief, A4s a majority of employees' organisations have
demanded, D.4, should be reviewed every six months, providing
for full neutralisation of the rise in living costs. The
present arrangement makes nonsense of the principle of
linking D,4, with the price index since the Central Government
employees had to wait for nearly three years to be entitled to
a D.A. revision, since the rise upto 125 points was partly
neutralised in November 1961."

VoSl o

(Satish Loombal
Secretary, AITUC
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PRESS Rl BASE

5 May 1964

The Secretariat of the All India Trade Union Congress has
issued the following statement:

"Shri D, Sanjivayya, the Union Labour Minister, has stated

A}

that since the recommendations of the Bonus Commission are "far-
re aching", these are being referred to the State Governments and the
employing ministeries of the Central Gov ernment. The reasoning out of
the clearly delaying tactics in this respect is far from convincing,

" When the Bonus Commission was constituted, its termsof
reference were drawn thErough agreement in a tripartite committee in
which representatives from all State Governments were present, More-
ov er, on the Bonus Commission itself, a representative of the Public
Sector selected in consultation with the State Governments and employ-
ing Ministries of the Central Gov ernment, was appointed, Shri Mathur

represented the public sectxor employers while Shri Dandekar represen-~

ted the Private sector interests,

" The State Governments and the employing ministries had
their full say in the discussions and decisions of the Commission
and Shri Mathur has signed the Report of the Bonus Commission, with-
out indicating any reservations,

" The propriety of referring the Commission Report back
again to the State Governments and the employing Ministries is
therefore hard to understand,

"These methods will only undermine the sanctity of teipar-
tite consultations and decisions and workers will loose their
faith in this machinery.

" The trade union movement has weighty reasons to be
apprehensiv e and indignant ov-er the efforts at delaying the
implementation of the Bonus Commission'’s recommendations and over
the attempt to water down the recommendations in the name of fresh
consultations, The Gov-ernment will have to face united agitation
of the workers all over the country if these nefarious attempts
are persisted upon',

—

(R
{,Jlf_/_ f:: f:y\ P e ~

(K.G,Sriwastava) (Hos
Secretary

_
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PRESS RELEASE

6 May 1964
AITUC PROTESTS AGAINST MISUSE OF EMERGENCY POWERS

The Secretariat of the All-India Trade Union Congress has issued the
following statement:

" The extraordinary step of imposing a ban on strikes in the Heavy
Electricals Project, Bhopal, for a six-month period under the Defence of India
Rules is clearly a misuse of the Emergency powers in the sphere of industrial
relations, This is, to say the least, most wmwarranted and undemocratic,

" The HEL management and the M,P, ‘State Government have earned notorelty
for the most callous handling of induétrial relations in this important State Sector
project, Despite the emergency and the imdustrial truce which the government speaks
of, they had the least hesitation to shut down the plant for about three weeks,
which all the trade uﬁions have condemned as an illegal lock-out. While the emer-
gency powers were not used to foil the illegal actions of the management, the State
Government resorted to arrests of a large number of workers, The arrested workers
were subjected to most inhuman treatment and an atmosphere of terror has begn creat-
ed inside the plant, suppressing all civil liberties and trade union rights,

" It has become the unfortunate experience of the TU movement that since
the Emergency was declared, there has been hardly any instance when the De?ence of
India Rules were used to settle the long outstanding industrial disputes in_favour
of the workers, On the other hand, the DIR is being most arbitrarily utilised against

the workers and the trade unions,

" The AITUC strongly protests against this misuse of the Emergency Powers =
and the attack on trade union rights, It appeals to the M,P, Government to review
their policy in regard to industrial relations in HEL, release the arrested employees
and initiate negotiations with the union genuinely representing the majority of the

workers, with regard to the pending issues., That is the only way to secure industrial
peace "

R

(K. Sriwastava) 7 .
Secretary,sAITUC,
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PRESS RELEASE

8 May 1964

INADEQUATE DE:RNESS ALLOWANCE TO GOVERNEMNT EMPLOYEES

The Secretaryat of the 4ITUC has issued the following statement to
the press:

"It is very much regrettable that the Union Government which recommends
others to fully neutralise the rise in the cost of living index by enhancing dear-
ness allowance of the workers, itself refuses to implement the tripartite decision
in respect of its own employees. The announcement by the.Goverqment of India to
raise the dearmess allowance of their eﬁployees by énly 3.9 Rs, ﬁo“the lowest
paid employees even after the average rise in the cost of living index for 12
months has been to the order of 10 points,is too inadequate. For the.idwest paid
employee who has been burning under high prices for the lost more than a year,

this paltry increase of %0 per cent compensation from fst of April 1964 is a drop
\
in ocean. Thg lowest paid employee.deserves more amount in the form of deamess
y
allowance to meet the increasing cost of living. ‘

G-
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(K.G.g_riwza.s’c,a.va_)")J /
Secretary, oITUC,
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PRESS RELEASE

20 May 1964

The Secretariat of the 411-India Trade Union Congress has, to-day

issued the following statement to the press:

" The AITUC strongly condemms the arrests of nearly 40O trade union
and political leaders of West Bengal., The trade unions in West Bengal
have given a general strike call jointly to protest against the soaring
prices and to press for an immediate settlement of the strike of the Jay
Engineering Workers which is continuing since December 17, 1963, Various
political parties have supported this call,

" Instead of taking stock of its failings in holding the price line
and the anit-labour policy which has led to prolonged strike in the Jay
Engineering Works L.td, the West Bengal Government has resorted to a misuse
of the Defence of India Rules in an attempt to silence the people's voice.

" The 4ITUC demands the immediate release of all those arrested,
effective steps to check prices and the settlement of the Jay Engineering
strike. It assures the trade unions which have called for this joint action,
of its whole hearted support, and appeals to all people to condemn the
repression let loose by the West Bengal Government.

" The »ITUC calls upon the Government of India to immediately inter-

vene in the situation.”

Fe o 4
e T Y
(Satish Loomba)
Secretary
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GOMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA Phone 271002~

Central Office 271794 ’
---------------------- 7/4 Asaf All Road,New Delhi £

May 20,1964
Press release

ON CALCUTTA ARRESTS

The Central Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India has issued the following statement
to the press on the latest arrests in Calcutta:

T he Central Secretariat of the Communist
Party of India indignantly protests against the
largescale arrests of Communists, Soclalists and
other trade unionists in and around Calcutta,

The Government itself cannot hold the price
line and hauls up the working people's leaders
engaged in the righteous cause of organising a
peaceful hartal and strike to protest against the
unbearable situation.

We demand that the West Bengal Government
immediately order their unconditional release and
sit down with them and other people's leaders in
a round table conference and evolve a practical and
just solution.

The Editor,

for Central 0ffilce




'Phones 57787/54740

ALL~-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

5-E Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi

23 May 1964
To
The News Editor,
PRESS CONFERENCE -~ AITUC OFFICE, JHANDEWALAN,
Sunday, 24th May 1964, 4,30 p.nm.
Dear Sir,

Shri Shakir 41i Khan, MLA from Bhopal and President,
Madhya Pradesh State Committee of the AITUC will begin his
indefinite hunger-strike in front of Parliament from 25th
May morning, as a protest against the repression against the
workers of Heavy Electricals Ltd., Bhopal, to press for
fulfilment of the just demands of the workers and to draw the
attention of Parliament to the mismanagement in the factory.

A Press Conference will be held in our office at 5-E
Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, on Sunday, 25th May at 4.30 p.m,.
in this connection., ©Shri S.4,Dange, General Secretary,

AITUC and Shri Shakir Ali Khan will explain the pesition
and the stand of the 4ITUC.

We hope that you will be good enough to attend or depute
someone on your behalf,

Yours faithfully,

Selin lowui.

(Satish Loomba) .
Secretary
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PRESS RELEASE

17 July 1964

The Secretariat of the 4,1,T.U.L, has issued the following statement
to the press:

" The a4ll-India Trade Union Congress had suggested to the Ministry of
Labour that the question of rise in prices, correction of cost of living indices,
linking of dearness allowance with cost of living index, and implementetion of ti-
Bonus Commiseion Report should be put on the agenda of the forthcoming 22nd Sessicn
of the Indien Labour Conference., However, the agenda circulated by the Labour
Ministry does not contain any of these items which are of vital interest to the ori-
ing class and instead it is loaded with items which are against the interests of the
workers, s soon as the agenda was circulated the AITUC immediately wrote to the
dinistry of Labour suggesting once agein that the items proposed by it should be
included for discussion. But the Ministry of Labour has not even cared to acknow-
ledge such an important communicztion.

" In these circumstances, the Secretariat of the aITUC has decided

to raise these issues in the Indian Labour Conference notwithstanding the fact
thet the Government has not included them in the agenda, Should discgssion on these
items be ruled out, the AITUC will not participate any further in the proceedings

of the Indian Labour Conference.

' m ;
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( satish Loomba )
Secretary
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FOR_FAVOUR OF PUHLICATION

August 2, 1963,

ATTUC SUPPORTS INTUC

Linking D,A, to Cost of Living Index to be discussed in
Tripartite Meeting,

Com, K,G,Sriwastava, Secretary, /11 India Trade Union Congress, New Delhi,
has today issued the following statement to the pressi-

ATITUC wholeheartedly supports the view expressed by Shri SR ,Vasavada,
General Secretary, INTUC, in a statement to the press on August 1, demanding link-
ing of dearness allowance to the cost of living index for workers in all private
and public sector industries including Government employees., In fact, this view
was reiterated by our delegation at the 21st Session of the Indian Labour Conference
held last month and the unions in many centres are agitating for this demand, spe-
cially in view of the present rise in prices, _

We also demand that consequent on this linking of D,i, with the cost of
living index, the neutralisation should be full and the method of working out cost
of living index, about which complaints have been made by the trade unions on seve-
ral occasions, should be reviseq, to reflect properly the actual rise and fall in
the prices of daily necessities,

The AITUC proposes that this item should be seriously discussed in the

provosed tripartite meeting on 5th August 1963,

éM /;:J:///f}’/’”
Secretary,
A1l India Trade Union Congress

New Delhi,



ALL~-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRE®SS

Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi

PRESS COMMUN IQUE 6 August 1964

The Secretariat of the AITUC has issued the following

statemen ts

"The large~scale asgressive attacks launched by the U.S.
naval forces on the territory of North Vietnam have shocked the
peace~loving forces throughout the world., Aggressive circles
in the USA have been, for a long time, preparing provocations
and armed attacks on the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, on
various pretexts, and the dastardly acts committed by the
U.S. imperialists yesterday were in continuation of the dirty

war they have been carrying on against the nationagl liberation
struggle in South Vietnam.

"The movements of the nuclear-armed Seventh Fleet of the
United States in Asian waters have been viewed with serious
concern by all freedom-loving nations and peoples of this
continent. The attacks launched by ships of the Seventh Fleet
from the Gulf of Tonkin provide further peowdda-fucihap proof

that the presence of this Fleet is the biggest threat to peace
in Asia.

"It is now over ten years since the solemn agreements
were reached at Geneva in 1954 with regard to a political settle.
ment in Vietnam and to ensure for the Vietnamese people complete
freedom to decide their internal affairs. During these years,
however, the U.S,Government has actively intervened in the
internal affairs of Vietnam and large-scale military operations
are being carried on under the aegis of the U.S.military authorities.
It is also not without significance that the former Chief of the

U.S.Armed Forces, General Taylor, has been posted as so~called
'Ambassador!,

"Freedom-loving nations the world over cannot but watch
with extreme concern these sinister interventions by the United
State Government's political and military apparatuses in the
internal affairs of Vietnam. To pursue such naked imperialistic

policies, the U,S.Government has even begun to stake the peace
of the world,

"The AITUC calls upon the people and Government of India to
unequivocally condemn the aggressive acts of the United States
imperialists in Vietnam, demand that the Seventh Fleet leaves
Asian waters forthwith, and to ensure the settlement of the
internal affairs of Vietnam by the Vietnamese people themselves
on the basis of the EBKE Geneva Agreements of 1954,"

cfr—_;—r-J/\ _ '/\//, 700 Lo

for Secretary
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S;A_Dange's letter to Madhu Limave ,

Latter from Shri S.A.Dangs, to Shri Madhu Limaye, President’ Sangharsh Samiti
dated the 7th Aagaskt, 1963 is rcoroduced below. Also enclosed is the'ecircular LITUC
has issued %o ail Unions on the conclusions of Standing Labour Committee meeting
held on 5th hagust, 1963 and referred to in Shri Dange's letter:-" '

7 Lugust 1963
Dear Madhu Limaye,

On 22nd Ja'y, vefore I left India for abroad, I had sent you a letter.
Thercafter our iction Committee people had some discussions with you, I had dlso
sent you ccpy of thz letter we had sent to the Chief Minister of Maharashtra,

' You ars avare that the “abour Ministry of the Government of India called
o Tripartite Conference of the Standing Committee of the Indian Labour Conference.
U was olLviously ile cubcome of the agitation that the workers and trade unions
throaghont the country are conducting against the high prices, taxes, C,D.5, and
the 1orser1ng corditions of life., We two from Bombay brcought up the specific Bombay
protiems bafcre thle conference and Governmert agenda papers also nad put them in
their notes,

The decicions of that coaferencs ar@ by now known to ycu. Though you were
not in the cenfereace, your ” M.S, partuer in your Sangharsha Committee was repre-
senbed by ite president Shri Lesazran Singh, alongwith Shri Mahesh Dosai from Eombay.

Thare ers three ooints in the Jdecisions of the meeting which affect all of
us and direcily beer on our demands

Onz deniszon is zepavding the verification of the cost of living index, on
wnich Japends the wvariations i1 the D,A. amount. The Govt, agrces that in view of the
copraint of the workers r@gayuﬁng the correctness of the index ar stated in our
ietter, tie uﬂ¥~"r‘ Snister and T, renresentgtives (viz, myself) can cdo spot veri-
ticabion of tha rabtas and find ouwt the Jescripancies, if any,

This certainly is a gocd outcome of the meeting, if properly implemented,

The Sccond decision is even imore importent. -t is that all factories with
tiiree hunared o mors weriers mist open, within four weelrs, their own fair price shops
vhers wor'=r3s con v at subsidised rates all their essential needs,

If this is
paid by ths vorlkery, b
dalheoblie effect. I

implemented it 1711l immediavely affect not only the prices,
ut it wllL also help to bring down yprices in the town by
nis is 2 very irportant outcome.

Ofccurse tha question of C,D,5, remazins. In that also, the omission of
borus, overtime, hoise reat allowance and cther frings benefits from the income
tas given relief tc o section of workers. However, our opposition to the C.D.S. as

a vhale remeins.

1 the nrices question, which is the key to the situation can be resolved
tv these steps in a ronth's time, the workers will gain a lot.

Should we not, therelcre, give the demcision a trial and should we not
work for positive implementation of these decisions, before we launch an dction? Cur
objective is not action for action's sake, but action for definite relief, Why not
see, if reliel comes thés way, at least partially, and if it fails, then think of
frrther cteps?

“hon remains the quastion of the bonus of textiles and the demands of the
Municipel and B E S U workers, In this too some moves are m2f afoot to resolve the
deadlock, & l?lp&?tltﬂ is to be called ty the Govt, of Maharashtra immediately to
give thoregat %o avll theme oroblens,

Cont..... Page 2.



Hence we are of the opinion that we should give Government and employers
the time to fulfill the promise of the shops and thus bring down the high cost of
living, If they fail, we can reconssider the matter of the protest strike-action
which, in our opinion, should be postponed for the present,

We would request you and the Sangharsha Samiti to agree to this proposal.

Yours sincerely,

Sd/- S.i.Dange.
President, x}ction Comnittee.

sS4/~ S, G, Patkar,

President Sangharsh Samiti.
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CIRCULAR

To General Council 7 August 1963
Members and STUCs :

FOR THE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION OF ALL

AFFILIATED UNIONS

Dear Comrades,

You must have read about the Tripartite Standing Committee
meeting which was held in Delhi on 5 August 1963.

The meeting was called because the working people everywhe"',
especially in the trade unions, are moving against the high pr-r-
and the consequent fall in real wages.

The Great Petition to Parlisment and the proposed March 1o
present it, the move for a protest strike in Bombay and jother
places have also had their effect in making the Government to
give urgent consideration to the price problem.

Government has failed to bring down prieces as a ‘whole and “~-
attitude of Food Minister, Shri Patil, in refusing to take act'.
against the profiteers in food under the D,I.R, shows that the
Government is unable to execute any general line to control the
profiteers and bring down prices and ensure supplies.

But when fajling to carry out a general line of holding
down prices, Government can take measures for partial relief,

On trade union pressure, Government has in this tripartite
committee, agreed to take measures to see that every factory
employing over 300 workers, open stores for its employees to
supply all essential food articles at fair and controlled or
subsidised prices.

If this measure covers all the factories and construction
works, it will give significant relief to the workers. As a sid~
effect, the profiteers will have to reduce their anti-social
operations,

Hence, we request you to call meetings and report to worl
about the agreements arrived at in this meeting.

Unless we move, these things will not be implemented. The
employers and traders will sabotage under one pretext or anothe-.
The Govermment machinery may fall to provide supplies and so on

It is agreed that this must be done in four weeks and it
can be done,

If there are any mistakes, and if nothing moves within two
weeks from now, send us information by telégram or letter on tbe
actual facts. We will contact the Labour Ministry immediately.

data on

In larger towns where/prices dre collected for computing
cost of living index, the trade unions should find out where .oc
descrepancies between the declared fixed rates and the actual
selling rates. They should write to 'the Government at the Statc
and Centre and also inform us,

essssss The case 07
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In the case of the workers in those wholesale kingdoms of Ui
blg monopolists who own their nagars and the whole life there,
the problem of stores is easy to solve so far as organisation by
the employers goes. But there it is most difficult to get it
accepted by the monopolists, who have links with-tHe big wholesale
markets. For example, why there should not be subsidised fair
préce ShOgS in Tatanagar, Modinagar, Dalmianagar, Walchandnagar
and so on —is

In these Nagars, the unions have to speak for the:whole.town
and the populatlon. The tripartite agreement refers  to such nagars
also. '

The same is the case where large construction works under
contractors, lasting over six months, are being carried on. The
contractors and the shops are in league with each other in all
their "shanty colonies", There too this problem must be attacked,

As all unions know, the fight against high prices.and for fair
supplies is an Important struggle today, .

The AITUC has been not only leading the fight but it is also
giving constructive suggestions and solutions to seek immedlate
relief in this vital problem, -

The trade unions have to play a twofold role = one of struggl
to get the relief and another of constructive cooperation and
participation in getting the schemes properly and promptly executed
when Government and employers agree to them.

Government and employers now have agreed to do the things
that are given in this circular.
get
Let us now move to/them executed,

So, meet your employer and discuss what he proposes to do.

Try to meet him through your union, If you are not recognised,
it does not matter, Meet him as Works Committee or as a Committee
elected by the workers meeting for this particular purpose. If
possible, take other TU people with you, without raising any
questions of front, ete. But mOVe and get the shops.

Then watch how the shops behave, give your people to manage
them, or help them, Make them into cooperatives later on,
Just now do not wait to make them cooperatives under the law.
That will take time. First the employer must start the shops with
his capital and arrange supplies from the wholesale cooperatives
or Government and sell that at subsidised prices.,

We are telling you all this because unless you move, the
workers in this way, we shall not be leading and serving the
workers correctly. We must look into all details,

We know you have not got enough cadres to do all this,
But you can train them from the intelligent, sacrif101ng and
militant workers,

Just as we can manage a strike-battle, we must be able to
manage the setting up of a shop and running a c00perative. Both
are part of the working class movement.

We hope to learn the reports on all-India scale when we shall
meet at the time of the March next month.in Delhi, in a big review
meeting.

With greetings,

. ] Yours fraternally,
P.S. Please share this circular

with other unions in -your area ) , K4 {E:;::,::fj*”
and initiate local activity by =~ ¥ (S, A DANGE):=-7 (tu

joint meetings, etc. ) General Secretary



A Note on I,L,.C.Standing Committee Meeting \

* PRINCIPLE OF LINKING D.A. WITH CONSUMER PRICE INDEX
ACCEPTED
* FAIR PRICE SHOPS AND STORES TO BE OPENED FOR EQUITABLE
DISTRIBUTION OF ESSENTI.AL ARTICLES AT REASONABLE PRICES

- by K.G.Sriwastava, Secretary, AITUC

The btandlng Committee of the 21st Session of the. 1ndian Labour
Conference met in New Delhi on 5 August 1963 to .discuss the
general labour situation since the last ILC meeting. The Committee
discussed in detail the phenomena of rise in places of egssential
articles in the recent period, which is one of the main causes
of industrial unrest. Certaln decisions were taken which, if
implemented promptly and effectively, will go to remove to some
extent, the anxietics of the working class.

S.R.Vasavada, General Secretary, INTUC, had on 1 August 1963
issued a statement demanding linking D, A. w1th consumer price
indices in all priwate and public sector industries. The AITUC
and the UTUC immediately supported this demand and al so. demanded
that the rise in D.A., should fully neutralise the rise in cost
of living. It was also urged that the index figures should be
revised to truly reflect the actual rise and fall in 1living costs:

o

G.L.Nanda, the Union Labour Minister, agreed with this
demand and stated that we should progress towards linking D.A.
with consumer price indices in the industries which are not
covered and carry forward the decisions of Wage.Boards already
announced in certain industries.

At the Standing Committee meeting, the TU representatives
pointed out that the price statistics collected by Government
inspectors to calculate the consumer price indices are faulty,.
They demanded that data on prices which should be collected
should not be the "controlled" prices as fixed by Government but
the actual prices paid by the consumers in the open market. It
was agreed that the TU representatives will be taken into
confidence and consulted in computing the consumer price index.
Wherever there is complaint about the corremtness of the price
statistics, the official concerned and the TU representatives can
have a physical re-verification on the spot. In Bombay, the
Maharashtra Labour Minister, M.G.Mane and S..4.Dange will go on
surprise checking of prices.,

In order to provide the working class with articles of daily
use, specially food articles at reasonable prices, it was agreed
that ih all moncerns where more than 300 workers are engaged,
stores will be opened by the employers within four weeks,
Consumer cooperative stores of workers will also be encouraged
and the civilian labour officers and others will help the trade
unions to get these sociecties registered under the.Cooperative
Act, without any delay. The Labour Officers will consider this
as one of their main work during this period. Payment of Wages
act will be ,mended wherever necessary to cnable the employer to
deduct the cost of supplies from wages, on being so authorised by
the worker, Employers will provide accommodation for these stores
and also money for initial investment. Government will provide
foodgrains and other articles at subsidised rates.

Steps will also be taken to open fair price shops and such
stores in industrial localitics. In townships like Tatanagar,
Modinagar, Birlagpam, Dalmianagar, etc., where employers control
not only industrics but even civic life, it was agreed that
immediately these shops and stores should be opened.

For workers engaged on construction work which is to
continue for six months or more, such stores will be.provided.

e « o » G.L.Nanda warned
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G.L.Nanda warned the employers that if the trading community
does not cooperate in this and resorts to hoarding, profiteering
or blackmarketing, appropriate action under the Defence of India
Rules will be taken againszt them.

The Union Labour Minister will write letters to the Chief
Ministers and the Labour Ministers of the States to give this
programme a priority and explain this to the trade unions and emplo-
yvers' representatives in similar meetings at State level. Such
tripartite Standing Committees should be formed in each State,
without any delay. These should be presided over by the Labour
Ministers.

It was reiterated that the Compulsory Deposit Scheme does
not flow from the Industrial Truce Resoluticn. However, this
Committee may discuss proposals for its modifications, if brought
forward by the participants.

The threat of general strike in Bombay was disgussed. It was
agreed that the Maharashtra Labour Minister will call a tripartite
meeting at the State level to discuss issues there. The Action
Committee of the AITUC unions in Bombay had precisely demanded
this in its letter to the Chief Minister of Maharashtra.

The Action Committee of the AITUC unions in Bombay will meet
to discuss the outcome of this Tripartite consultation in Delhi.
The agrecement to verify the prices and the cost of living index
in cooperation with union representatives and to make changes
where it 1s found defective, the promise to open stores in each
factory (employing over 300 workers) for supplying essential goods
at fair prices within four weeks and the tripartite consultation
by the State Government, will be given due consideration by the
unions in formulating their future programme of action.

As regards the bonus issue cf textile workers of Bombay, the
Maharashtra Labour Minister—informed that the representative union
under the BIR Act is studying the latest balance-sheets of the
employers and will put up its demand shortly. He also stated that
the AITUC will be informed of the position officially.

The proposal to set up Central and State Arbitration Councils
was postponed for consideration at the next meeting of the Standing
Committee at the request of the employers, who wanted time to
examine. it in more detail.

The representatives of the trade unions were willing to wait
and watch implementation of these decisions.,
A&

It is now the task in all trade union centres, first to see
that the promised stores are opened within four weeks by the employers
of all factories employing over 300 workers, including places where
construction works are being carried on. Trade unions should
immediately meet the employers to find out what they propose to do
and in what way the workers and employers can cooperate in executing
this very important measure. Where employers do not respond, the
unions should hold meetings and demonstrations and demand action
against such employers.

Unions must take initiative, both constructive and agitational,
in order to get this agreement implemented in practice, If the
unions succeed, the cost of living index, where it is manipulated
or wrongly constructed can be corrected. Another gain from this
agreement will be that where profiteering shops are fleecing the
workers, we can secure relief through the falr price shops at each
factory or industrial colony.

The State tripartites must be made to be active bodies in
carrying out this programme.

4bove all, the unions must be on the move for getting this

implemented.
*

S.4.Denge, K.G.Sriwastava and S,G.Patkar attended the Standing
Committee meeting on behalf of the AITUC.
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IRESS COMUNIQUE

8 August 1964

The Secretafiat of the AITUC has issued the following statement to press:-

" All_India T?ade Union Congress strongly protests against the unwarranted firing,
lathi charge and the arrests made by the Governments of Gujarat and M.P, in dealing
with agitations against scaircity conditions and rising prices of foodﬂartigles:

" ATTUC congratula’peS the workers of E(ere.la and Gujarat _for united_J_..;_V expressing
their protest against the food pol;gy gf_the Governmgnp. In the coming weéﬁhﬁagkars of

Delhi, Maharashtra and U,P. States are .&lso joining them in this protest onﬁﬁzﬁh and 18th
August. - '

'Government had ample warning and notices that to protest against their failure
to tackle food situation; working class and people will peacefully but firmly raise their
voice. The purpose of these one-day strikes, hartals and demonstratione is to wake the
Govermfient of its apathetic attitude towards this national issue, and express in unnis-
takable terms that people would not tolerate continuation of thess conditions for long.

" MeT'e assurances and announcements of long term schemes would not feed peorle,
nor can the hoax as displayed in Delhi regarding '"raiding" of godowms, satisfy then.
Central and State Governments have been refusing to take proper” and quick Steps to
check Tisé in prices, &nd then they seem 1o be afrdid of even peateful protests Irom
the peorles Meek submission to their misrule in these circumstances is™ impossible.
AITUC will™ cBntinue to lead the protests of the workers untill CovePnniént Ttomes out
with concrete steps to fight hoarders, bring prices down and provide psople with
articles of daily use at reasonable prices,

~ W ATITUC demands = judicial inquiry ifto the Tiring at Ahfedabad, punishment to
the  guilty; payment of compensation 'to the dependents of disceasgd and release of
arrested persons, It demands of MP, Government to immediately release Com, Homi F.
Daji, M,P. and other hunger strikers of Indore, immediately.

" We hope Government will not resort te¢ provocative actions by arfesp§, lathi
charge and firing to these protest actions by the working class and people and instead

take suitable and concrete steps to solve the problems".

e fooilo~
e N T Vit
\KJ}.Sriwastava)}

Secretary
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

18 hugust 1964

The Secretariat of the A.I.TJU.C, has today issued the following
statement tc the pressi:-
" The fast deteriorating food situation in Goa, Daman and Diu has
forced the Goa Trade Union Council to give a call for "GOA BLNDH" on 20th huguct.
This is not the first time that a State-wlde action on the question of food and

prices is being undertaken.,

" The LITUC fully supports the call given by the Goa Trade Union Council
and calls upon the workers and people of Goa t6 make the call for 24 hours'Gensral

Strike' on 20th #iugust a complete success.

" The following slogans have been put forward by the Goa T.U.C.

1. To immediately take over the trading in wholesale food grains and other
essential commodities,

2. To supply sufficient food grains guotas to the exsiting co-opeFative consu-
mers societies and fair price shops and to open more fair price shops in
every village throughout Goa, Daman and Diu,

3. To severely punish the hoardsrs and black-marketeers under DIR, and

L« To declare substantial interim relief in the form of D,A., pending the
finalisation and compilation of cost of living indices for Goa.

" Only the widest unity and firm action by the people can force the
Govarnment to take action against vested interests and lelieve the sufferings
of the people",
o Tl
g Ay o‘.ﬂum'—f‘;.

e
(Satish Loomba) "'-v.
Secretary, AITUC,
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FALURE OF Lisoum MIMICT Y IO L vlei=:
Peg ISIONS ON POOD AND SOWUS oy lecIoN,

Le G ‘riwastavn, Cecret ry of L4l 14 L. hag issuad the fallowing

ctateant o the pregpie

* Iripartite decision wag taken in danpalore last month to cot up ooneuner
storer Wy 1o lalation as emprloyers have [ailed since last one year to imple.ont earlier
decirion woluntarily. “heat, fice and sugar wsre to be supplied by the Covas+yient ard

clotl, julsee 2nd adible ollz by the wmploysre at vholessle price. frotwy dacision
wee to oulckly announce governtent decirion on the racom-endations of Sormue Cmmmpion
peniinge with the goverment for 8 nmonilsy Workers representatives at the conisrence wea.
unanisour Lot the majority recom-endntions should not be tampered with tny the poverr
nent arrinet the interemt of workers,

" ‘ore than 20 dgays have pasped eince this decision was taken, It ssamp the
buresuzeracy i¢ handling these issuse in theer usual leisursly manmer, It iz only lome
Hinletry which 1is active in giving threate % the movementa of the woriere n! tha people
cpiinet innction of the Coverrmat to prorptly and satisfacterily tacile food jroblem.
fe 1 hat eald in the 2nd Indian Labour Conference the working class world 1lke drmwdiate
implewinllon of the déeisions and assuranees, As this is ot forthoonine there is no
othar wiy ior them but to contime the egitation, The lioms Hinister would o wall to
lend 1is g erionced helping hand to the L.abour illnistry in Laplementing the <decimions
of the - rirramee which would render spitation suparflous than threate of uniay his
"ancn o

(K& oSriw tmt«ﬁva}
B Tmcratoyy
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28 August 1964
PRESS _COMMUNI JUE

ON GOVT'S MODIFICATION OF BONUS COMMISSION RLPORT

Shri Satish Loomba, Secretary, AITUC, has issued the
following statement:

"The decision of the Government to modify the Bonus Commis-
sion Report will not be accepted by the workers. The Bonus
Commission report was clearly accepted as a package compromise
deal by the workers although in many respects, its recommendations
fell far short of the workers' demands. Now the Government has
alterec¢ these compromise recommendations along lines urged hy
the employers. This will deprive workers of a big part of bonus
which would have been due to them even under the Bonus Commission'sg
recommendations,

"Apart from this,; the decision of the Government raises an
important point of principle. An expert tripartite commission
was appointed by the Government, which went into a detailed
examination of all aspects of the question. The Commission gave
its findings and now the Government, yielding to the pressure
of monopolists, has altered the recommendations., No Commission
or Wage Board, etc., can now have any sanctity since the Govern.
ment itself has set the tone in defying what experts appointed
by itself have agreed upon.

"Bonus has been a most vexed issue. Now the Government will
have to squarely accept responsibility for all conseqguences whici.
may follow from its shamefully partisan action.

"A meeting of the National Campaign Committee has been
summonedé for September 5 at Delhi, which will discuss this late:<
position and chalk out appropriate steps to defeat this attack,

"The AITUC appeals to all central TU organisations to
evolve joint forms of action to safeguard the workers' interest:,"

b ol A
for Secretary
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P55 RELEASE - -
, New Delhi,
31 August 1964

DAsS COMMISSION OPPOSED

STR IKE BALLOT IF NEGOTIATIONS FAIL

K, G. Sriwastava, Joint Secretary, All India Defence ®mployees' Federation,

has issued the following statement to the press:i-

" Appointment at this stage of Ex-Justice Dass, Chairman of Sgcond ng Cominizsion
for Central Government Employees as a One-man Commi§Sion to simply determine the ,uian-
tum_of dearness al%owance_accordipg to his earlier recommendétions is not only too
late but will serve little purpose. $s it 1is, it‘is a wastage of_the QOVefnment 1ONAT o

"Eis Fecommendations on dearn§s§ alloyance acgepted bz the GOVefnmenE_in_1993
has since then been criticized by the employaes &s retrograde agd inadequate. The
experience of these five years of its implementations and at present when the pric-
index stands at 150, Government employees are paid D,A, at 130 Points, has fﬁlly
justified it, What is required to-day is to revise the D.h, formulae itself and mean-
while grant some interim relief to meet the cost of rising priceé.

" Appointment of the very same person whose recommendations have been“rejeotod
Ly the trade union organisations of Central Government employees in every departient
for this Jjob, however eminent he may e, will not generate confidence anong the
employees.

" What is needed to-day is appointment of a fresh Board with representatives »f
smployees on it to give an award within a fixed period regarding new formulae of T .s,
for Central Government Employees and immediate grant of interim relief of Rs.10/- v ..
pending efforts by the Govt. to open consumers stores where cheap grains is mac~
available, - - » -

™ Executive Committee of A.IDE.F. at its recent meeting has decided that if
these and certain other demands like a new Wage Board and Permanent Negdtiating . «7.i-

nery are not satisfactorily negotiated in September, the workers will be legitiral~ly
justified to take recourse to strike ballot in the month of October 1964 ." -

VB L=

_______._.—-—'_"_-_.— - /l '
(K .G .Sriwastava) 2f
Joint Secretary, AIDEF,



Cable : "AITUCONG" Te¥vdphones: 57787 < 5LT7LO
ALL-INDIA TRADE .UNION CONGRESSD

5-E, Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi foad, New Delhi-

FOR_FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION

September 3, 1963

The Secretariat of the £11 India Trade Union Congress has

issued the following statement:

"The All India Trade Union Congress enpresses its deep sense

of sorrow at the passing away of_shri S, Guruswamy, President, All India i
Railwaymens Fegeration yesterday. Shri Guruswamy's knowledge of the problems
of our Railways and Railyaymen is unmatghed in the trade unign movement .
He has tried to keep the Trade Union organisations united. In his demise the
trade union movement and particularly the Railway Trade Union movement has
lost an experienced, able and sincere fighter for their demands,

The A11 India Trade Union Congress also sends its heartfelt

condolences to the family of Shri M.E.Serang the builder of National Union

of Seamen.

no 0
WA e T
(K.G Stiwastava) | ™
Secretary '
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PRESS COMMUNTIGQUE

The following resolutions were adopted by the National
Campaign Committee at its meeting in Delhi which concluded
yesterday.

I

The National Campaign Committee of the Toilers of India
congratulates the lakhs of men and women - workers, employees,
professional people, shopkeepers and others - who responded
magnificently to the call for Statewide Bandhs in Kerala, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Goa and made these actions
a united manifestation of the people's anger against rising
prices and scarcity of essential commodities and the anti-
people policies of the Government.

The workers in many parts of India have gone on united
local actions as in Coimbatore and West Bengal, Delhi and other
places, adopting various forms of struggle.

As a result of these and other struggles, the demand for
state trading in foodgrains and for nationalisation of banks has
gathered momentun and many sections of people and political opinion.
have begun to press for their immediate implementation. The ;
Government has been forced to announce that state trading in
foodgrains will be introduced but their scheme of a Trading
Corporation is partial and defective as it does not envisage
monopoly purchase of foodgrains by the State, thus leaving the
way open for private trade and speculators to operate.

The steep and continuous rise in prices is not due to any
natural causes but is the result of the growth of monopoly concen-
tration of wealth and money and the speculation and hoarding
which are facilitated and abetted by the policies of the
Government.

It is a matter of deep concern that these policies still
continue, Prices continue to rise; speculators and hoarders
continue to mint money out of people's food, creating an
artificial scarcity and the Government refuses to take any
effective action against these enemies of the people. Such
half-hearted action as the Government has been forced to take
has not resulted in improving the situation as a whole but has
worsened conditions and accentuated the crisis in some areas.
Government's anti-working class attitude has found another
concrete manifestation in the decision to alter the Report of
the Bonus Commission against workers' interests and along the
lines pressed for by the monopolists, as reflected in the
dissenting note of their representative in the Commission,

In these circumstances, the National Campaign Commiftee

once again reiterates its firm belief ithat it'is only united
and resolute action by the working clgss, in solidarity with
Lhg  WEeT DI e,
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millions of other toilers, which can force the Government to take
concrete action against the food hoarders, monopoly financiers
and others who are heaping misery on the people. It is only
united action by the working class which can force the Government
to abandon those policies which have led to the present condi-
tions and adopt measures which will relieve the situation and
benefit the people. Such a united class action ‘should

naturally take the form of Bharat Bandh.

The series of Statewide Bandh actions have made it clear
that if various central TU organisations can give a united call,
the working class and other toiling sections of the people can

make Bharat Bandh a possibility capable of bedng successfully
realised.

Hence, the National Campaign Committee appeals to all
central TU organisations and to all industrial federations to
consult together with each other with a view to making 'Bharat
Bandh', a slogan capable of early implementation.

Today, workers' struggles on local, industrial and Statewide
scale in support of their demands will continue to take place.
The National Campaign Committee lends its full support to such
struggles and considers them an integral part of the nationwide
struggle to defeat the offensive of the anti-people forces. It
appeals to all workers, whatever their affiliation, to unite
together to make these actions successful and to lay the basis
for a united all-India action of the toilers,

IT
ON GOVT'S MODIFICATIONS OF BONUS REPORT

This meeting of the National Campaign Committee has considered
the decision of the Government of India on the Report of the
Bonus Commission. This decision lays down, inter alia, thats-

(1) All direct taxes for the time being in force should be
deducted as prior charges in the calculation of ‘'available
surplus' for purposes of bonus.

(i1) In addition, tax concessions given to industry to provide
resources for future development should not be utilised
for payment of larger bonuses to employees.

(iii) As regards return on capital, the actual rate payable
on preferential share capital, 8.5 per cent (taxable)
on paid up equity capital and six per cent (taxable)
on reserves should be allowed in respect of establish-
ments other than banks; in the case of banks, corré&spond-
ing rates to be allowed should be the actual rate payabie
on preferential share capital, mmAxfIVEXyERXEERX{XAXIDLZX
7.5 per cent (taxable) on paid-up equity capital,and
five per cent (taxable) on reserves.

(iv) Bonus beyond a certain level should be paid in the forr
of savings certificates or other suitable investments.

This meeting is of the firm opinion that this decision i<
an abject surrender on the part of the Government to the
-pressure which the big capitalists have been mounting quite
blatantly for. past few months against the recommendations of
the Bonus Commission, as a part of their all round offensive

oc-/oo-
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to bring about a reactionary shift in the policies of the
country. Government's decision is a clear evidence of the big
capitalists' influence on the Government.

2. In setting aside the recommendations made by a majority of
six of the seven members of the tripartite commission, to which
one of the employers' representatives (representing the public
sector) was also a party, and in virtually implementing

the suggestions of the .lone dissenting member, the Government
has created a precedent which strikes at the root of all
tripartite collective bargaining bodies.

= The Commission has spent more than two years in studying
all aspects of the question of bonus, on which it has set down
its findings in detail. The Commission had given full
consideration to the points of difference raised by their
dissenting colleague and had cogently argued against his points.
These facts further bring out the thoroughly arbitrary
character of Government's decisions on the recommendations of
the Bonus Commission.

4, The Commission was arpointed as a result of the prolonged
and determined struggle wages by the organised trade union
movement as a whole against the L.A,T. formula and for a

better bonus formula which would yield larger amounts as bonus
to the working class in various industries and would narrow
down the difference between the actual wage and the need-

based wage to which the right of the working class has been
recognised., The Campaign Committee is of the considered opinion
that modifications effected by the Government in the recommenda-
tions of the Commission will result in drastically cutting down
the quantum of bonus in almost all profit-making concerns which
constitute the overwhelming majority of concerns in the country.
The fact that Government has dared to effect these anti-

working class modification in complete disregard of the strong
and unanimous opinion of the organised TU movement clearly shows
that the Government fully accepts the notorious bourgeois theory
that the rise in prices is due to greater purchasing power in thc
hands of the working people and that a drastic cut in purchasing
power is the remedy for controlling prices.

5. The Campaign Committee severely condemns this anti-
working class decision of the Government which has dashed the
hopes for a larger bonus of millions of working men and women
in the organised industries and has angered the working class
all over the country.

© The Campaign Committee takes note of the fact that
conditions for defending workers' interests against this onslaugzht
on them have improved due to the complete unanimity among all
trade union centres in the country in condemning the
modifications made by the Government and in declaring their
resolve to fight the decision of the Government with all means

at their command including that of strike, The Campaign Committce
suggests to all the central TU organisations to meet in a
conference to work out ways and means for bringing necessary
pressure on the Government to compell it to withdraw its decision
which is bad in itself and which has far-reaching policy impli-
cation of an anti-democratic and anti-working class nature.

7 a The Campaign Committee instructs the sub~committee earl;er
appointed by it to approach the various central TU organisations
and endeavour to bring about a conference, under the common
auspices of all central TU organisations in the country on

this extremely vital problem,

CC ..o/.l.
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8. The Campaign Commigtee is of the opinion that the recommenda-
tions of the Bonus Commission represent a tripartite working
compromise in which while the working class had made certain
gains sueh as compulsory minimum bonus, removal of rehabilitation
aa a prior charge, etc., the working ciass at the same time

also stood to suffer from certain disadvantagemous provisions

as on the enhancement of rate of return on capital, etc, In ccre-
taln important respects, Com.S.A.Dange, General Secretary,

AITUC who was a member of the Commission had also indicated

his dissenting notes in the body of the Bonus Commission's Report.

The Committee, therefore, suggests that since the Government
of India has rejected in essence the Bonus Commission’ formula,
all trade union organisations should immediately press for thé
formula put forward earlier by the TU movement. We should nov cdomerd
that bonus be paid on the basis of the following formulas

(2) A minimum bonus equal to one-twelfth of the total earning:
in perennial industries and one-sixth of total earnings in
seasonal industries be paid by all concerns covered by the
Factories Act and the Shops and Establishments Acts, etec.,
irrespective of their finalcial position,

(b) The available surplus for distribution as bonus should
be arrived at and distributed as follows

From Gross Profits, deduct
- Depreciation;
- 6 per cent return on actual paid up capital,
- excluding bonus sharesy

- 2 per cent return on reservess

- Statutory income-tax on prafits after deducting
bonus payablej

Sixty per cent of the available surplus thus calculated
should be paid as bonuslg%ﬁ%%%ﬁ any ceiling,

(¢) There should be no freezing of any part of the bonus
amount into savings certificates.

(8) Rehabilitation, development rebate, super tax, shall not
be admitted as prior charges.

(e) Accounts of companies must be made available for inspac-
tion on demand from unions,

(f) New concerns must pay minimum bonus till they start
making profits. New establishments of o0ld companies shall be
treated along with the parent company for the purposes of bonus.

(g) All public sector concernsg whether departmentally run
or otherwise and whether enjoying monopoly or not must pay
bonus on the same basis as concerns in private sector.

(h) All workers including casual, temporary, contract
workers shall be paid pro rata bonus according to the number of
days put in by them with the concern in the relevant year.

(1) Bonus shall be recoverable through Payment of Wages Courts.

voul o
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(j) Employers failing to pay bonus due before the expiry
of the eighth month after the end of the bonus year shall be
published.

(k) Wherever there exist awards/settlements for payment
of higher quantum of bonus, these shall continue,

The Campaign Committee further suggests to all trade unions:

i) to serve notifes on the respective employers before

ii)

1ii)

September 25, 1964 for this year's bonus basing
their demands on the points given above.

to organise big demonstrations on September 25, 1964 on
the demands for adequate bonus and the demand for linking
D.A. with the local cost of living index, so as to

fully neutralise the rise in the index with a point to
point adjustment,

To prepare and to resort to strike struggles on the

bonus demand if it is rejected by the employers and
Government in the respective units or industries as and
when desired and democratically decided by the unions

and workers concerned, so that this year's bonus struggles
will become a coordinated all-India bonus battle

against the employers as a class.

S ./x/e:ﬁ}k i O \,_,(.4_'_

(Satish Loomba)
Secretary, AITUC
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ERESS COMMUNIQUE

Comrade S.A.Dange, General Secretary of the All-India
Trade Union Congress has issued the following statement on the
interview given by Comrade S.S.Mirajkar, President of the AITUC

to a Kerala daily:

"Comrade Mirajkar, President of the AITUC, is reported to
have given an interview to the Deshabhimani, a Malayalam daily.
run by E,M.S.Namboodiripad. Some parts of it appeared in a
few English papers. The interview makes certain statements
against the AITUC centre and me particularly.

"Comrade Mirajkar's most outstanding complaint is that h-
is paid only Rs.100/- (not 1000/~ as some papers have said),
while even a clerk in the AITUC gets Rs.250. The facts are
as follows:

"There are seven people (excluding myself) who are work i-
full time at the AITIC centre. Two of them are elected
Secretaries. There are two salary scales in the AITUC centr-
- Rs.300 and Rs.250C,

"Besides this, we also meet the part-time needs of somc
ten organisers in various centres in the country, all of then
beine wholetimers in TU work.

"The President's post is not a paid post. But the AITUC
centre has a practice of giving Rs.l00 dér Rs.l150 to the
President for his local conveyance, etc. This practice was
started by the late N.M.Joshi and Comrade Mirajkar's predecessor
was paid in the same way.

"Comrade Mirajkar's complaint that he is not given travelling
expenses is not correct, He is always booked by air or first
class train and all his costs including stay in hotels 1is
met by the AITUC whenever he chooses to attend its meetings.

"loreover, Comracde Mirajkar's home conditions are not
so bad that he has only to live on the AITUC allowance. His
wife earns over Rs.350/- per month as a senior grade teacher
in the Bombay Corporation schools. His son to whom he refers
in his interview is reported to be employed on Rs,300 or so.
His another son, who was trained as a Lino operator in the
Party press earns over Rs.500 or so. Thus it can be seen that
neither the AITUC nor the Party has conspired to "“disable'" hiu
in any way.

"With all this, if he wanted more money, he could have
asked for it, which he did not do, until he gave this interview.

"Comrade Mirajkar complains that he has been neglected vy
the AITUC in the matter of sending him in delegations abroad
and that once I sent "my driver", that is the driver of the ‘
AITUC car, instead of the President. What are the facts in this

respect? '
.. o/. . ’I;,? /R I.’l.' o
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"Comrade Mirajkar has bheen sent abroad six times. A&And hc
along with Com.K.T.Sule, is the only communist who has had the
fortune to visit even America. Here are his visits.

(1) 27th Session of the ILC in Paris in October-November .95,

(2) B9th Session of ILO in Montreal (Canada) in September-
October 19463 from there he want to New York, etc.

(3) May Day Delegation to Rumania in April-May 1955,
(4) Peace Congress in Helsinki
(5) World Congress on Disarmament in Moscow

(6) Moscow in August-September 1961 for medical treatment
and rest,

"During these visits, he also visited Yugoslavia, Czechoslcvakis,
and several other countries in Europe,

"The driver, about whom he complains, is a victimised
trade union leader, He was organiser and secretary of the
Road Transport Union in U.P, and lost his job in a strike., T ¢:.
the AITUC employed him, as it required a driver. He was scnt
to Moscow in a delegation of the Road Transport Foderation,
From there he attended the Congress of the WFIU.

"As Comrade Mirajkar had ceased to take much interest in
the AITUC work and did not show any desire to go to the World
Congress, he was not included in the delegation which consisted
of 25 delegates and 7 observers drawn from all over the country.

"In fact, the President should have been proud that the
AITUC sent its drivrer, who is a worker, to the World Congress.
Instead, he is complaining. It is the standing practice in the
AITUC centre that all its staff members (apart from the electcd
office-bearers) are given the opportunity to go once at least,
in delegations abroad. Five such members have, so far, becn
sent abroad. Not being functionaries of local unions, they
have no chance of being sent through any union. Hence this
cractice of ours, which enables them to learn and help our
work better for the AITUC. It should also be noted that
generally, delegations are composed by consultations with
unions concerned or the State TUCs or the Working Committee
which, on several occasions, delegated the choice to the
Sccretariat.

"These few facts are enough to show that Mirajkar has
really no grounds for complaint so far as the treatment he
has received from the AITUC centre.

"His story about the WFIU grants, which are given
to the AITUC as solidarity aid, is all a concoction. The
AID is spent through the AITUC and the persons concerned in
the office keep the accounts. It is dealt with by me as
General Secretary of the AITUC and also as Vice President
of the WFTU. As President of the AITUC, he could any time
have askcd me about it or looked into the records, even in
my absence. 1 may have to say something more about this
later on,

Comrade Mirajkar, in his long interview, has brought in
many other matters., 1 do not think it is necessary to reply to
them, because they are nothing but figments of his imagination,
coming out rather too late in the day and are drawn from the
same arsenal of slanders which has been let loose against me
since some time. It is best to treat it with contempt. The
real story, it is plain, hangs round the question of a

hundred rupees." g //‘
A LAY L

\ Secretary, AITUC
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S. 5. Mirajkar, President, All-India Trade Union Congress has issued the following
statement to the Press:

Com. S.A. Dange, Gerneral Secretary of the AITUC has issueq a-statemgnt pur-
ported to be a reply to my interview in a Kerala daily, "Deshabhimani", It %s true
that a correspondent of this deily called on me for an interview. He has-publ}shed some
remarks made by me in a distorted manner and inspite of my repeated warning that they

be treated "off-the-record",

With regard to the reference to an allowance of Rs, 100 that I receive from the
AITUC, of which Com. Dgnge has made much of, I would like to clarify. The fact was that
a cheque of Rs, 100 was lying on my teble when the Deshabhimani correspondent ceme to
my place, When he guestioned me about it, I replied that it was my monthly allowance. He
also asked me how much other members ofthe AITUC office staff were being paid,I said it
might be somewhere around Rs. 250 to Rs. 300 per month though I cid not know exactly what
the office staff were being paid,

I never said anything in the spirit of a complaint ageinst anybody, In fact I had
warned the correspondent that all those remerks should not be published, It was not at
all my intention to discuss in public such organisational matters. But unfortunately the
correspondent included all these remarks in the published version of my interview. I
thought that according to normal journalistic practice he wouldhave brought the text of
the interview as written by him for my approval in which case I would have certainly
deleted a2ll the irrelevant points included in it, I was really hurt that a corresponcent
belonging to a communist daily should have vislated such an established journalistic
standard and would give a distorted version of my observations,

I do not whish to say anything  further on this subject, Let those who know me
in the trade union movement, in the AITUC, ¢s well as in the domain of my political life
judge whether I am capable of making such an ado aver such an insignificant issue. It is
widely known that I entered the working class movement and have remainmed in it for 40
years and more and worked in it without any selfish motive. I wes ecutated solely by the
powerful urge to identify myself with the working class and participate in its struggle
for economic and palitical liberation and not because I wanted to live as a parasite an
the movement and build up = life of persconel comfort and luxury as some comrades have
done.

I was elected the president of the AITUC at the [ypnakulam session 3f in 1957 but
for a long period I did not receive any allowance whatsoever, Ngr did I ask for it, About
25 months ago one dey I receive a money order for Rs., 100, which hes subsequently contin-
ned to be paid to me every month ever since. I neover fourht for receiving the amount as
the Deshabhimani correspondent has reported,

Com. Dange says that I was paid my expenses for air travel, railway journey, hotel
0ills etc. In the first place, I have rarely, cnly on exceptional cccasions, travelled kv
»r, What is wrong if the AITUC paid travel expenscs to its prasident for his effective
unctioning? I held the office of the President of the AITUC arnd exoenses hau to be paid
nenever  there were meetings of the organisation, especially when I never had or have
7z2rsonal income, Comrades from various states often wanted to know why I did not visit
tneir Trade Upion centres but I had to kcep silent,

I could undertake some visitsdw during the period when the late Shri N.M. Jgshi
was at the helm of the AITUEZ although the financial resources of the organisation were
meagre, Byt since Comrade Dange took over, whemever I had to attend state conference I
nad to ask for money from the host unions to mect my travel expenses. This is the true
picture of the situation.

Comrade Dange has made a research into the earnings of my family members §iving
inflated figures. 1 do not knmow why. Could I have asked for money to finance my trade union
activity from my wife and sons when their income was not sufficient to make both ends meet?
Cesidzs my elder son has his own separate family establishment,

Now a word about the delegation sent by the AITUC to the WFTU conference, Dange
“gain gives statistics of my visits to foreign countri=ss, Inthe first place I never went
ebroad because of the personal favours of Com. Danne. I was sent to the conferences abroad
as per the decisions of the AITUC and the Cormunist Party in a period when Com, Dange did
not have the dictatorial voice which hekz has today,

A delegation of 32 comrades attended the last Congress of the WFTU in Moscow.
My questions is whether the President of the AITUC should have found a place in the dele-
gation or not. I had drawn the attention of Con. Dange to this and ke had agreed to
inclgde me. Subsequently, however, I found myself cxcluded from the delegation,

(12
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Can there be a grezter anamoly than a delegation of the AITUC attending the confer-
ence of the WFTU without its President? Com, Dynge has now put forward a totally un-
truthful excuse that I had "ceased to take much interest in the AITUC work and did not show
any desire to go to the World Congress"

This is in blatant contradiction to the real facts. Can anyone charge me with

ceasing to take interest in the AITUC with which I have been associated for decades inspite
of all the vicissitudes it has passed through,

During his regime in the AITUC, Com. Dpnge has taken every precaution to see that I
had no. contact with the WFTU at all, I fail to understand why. After 1 became the President
of the AITUC, to world congresses of the WFTU were held, several meetings of its various
committees took place but I was never chosen to attend any one of those meetings, I did not
desire a pleasure trip to Moscow but T only wanted to attend the world congress of the WFTU.

Rogarding the inclusion of the dix driver comrade of the AITUC in the delegation,
I had no complaint to make, In fact ] was happy that he was selected. Though 1 felt intense
resentment at my pm@ paradogical exclusion from the delegation, however, 1 specifically
asked the Deshabhimani correspondent not to refer tb these organisational problems of the
AITUC wbich should not be discussed outside the organisationm in the interest of its unity.

1 had not the least intention of lowering the prestige of the AITUC, for which I
strenuously and unselfishly worked for decades., I do not know why Com. Dange has picked on
irrelevant and secondary issues to launch an attack on me, when there were other serious
political charges made by me against him, Is it a diversionary tactic to distract the
attention of the people from his own skeletons in the cup-board?

5.5, Mirajkar,
&
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PRESS COMMUNI QUE

Satish Loomba, Secretary, All-India Trade Union Congress,

has issued the following statement:

"The AITUC welcomes the announcement made in the Lok
Sabha today by Shri T,T.Krishnamachari, the Finance Minister,
scrapping the CDS for all classes of pcople except those
who pay income-tax.

"Ever since this invidious scheme was introduced, the
ALITUC, reflecting the sentiment of the broad masses of the
working people, has been opposed to it. Among the trade union
organisations, it was only the INTUC which welcomed this anti-
people measure as a device for increasing capital formation
and keeping prices down. But the Bombay Bandh struggle
and the Great March to Parliament showed that the people were
opposed to it and would be satisfied only if it was scrapped.
Even now the income-taX payers are subject to CDS and the AITUC
hopes that the Government would again review the position
and exempt the lower income-tax paying group, also withdrawing
the surcharge levied on them,

"The Pcople's Petition to Parliament and the Great March,
backed by the organised strength of the people, have begun to
bear fruit. However, prices have yet to pe pegged and the
campaign for nationalisation of banks, o0il and import-export
trade has to be carried on.

"The AITUC congratulates all the millions of workers and
common people who raised their powerful voice for abolition of
the CDS, and appeals to them to unite ever more firmly for
gseouring the rest of the demands contained in the People's
Petition to Parliament,

"The AITUC calls upon all unions to popularise this big
victory of the people and to rouse them to press forward
further to greater victories."

S Cotn ok

(Satish Loomba)
Secretary, 4ITUC
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PRESS COMMUNICUR

The Secratariat of the AITUC has ispued the following statement:

"The Secrstariat of the AITUC strongly condémns the arrestc of leading

trade unionists of West Bengal under the Daofence of India Rules, It has

become customary with the Government to resort to repressive meusures to crush

the movement of workers and to silence thal® voice howewer justified the demands

may;be. Repression cannot silence the starving people nor can it stifle their

movement for bringing down the prices,

"The Goverrment cannot absolve themselves of thei¥ responsibility in bringing

about thedpresent_priCe,énd scarcity condétions. It would be bettef_if the
r§pre§sive machinery is use§ against thgse who are starving and fleecing the
People and not against those who are the vickims of speculation and hoarding.

" AIYC demands immediate release of those arrssted and assures the Vest
Bengal working class and people of its fullest support.™

& o Fv Fon-ds
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(satish Loomba)
Secratary, ATIUC,



'Phones 57787

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF INDIAN ROAD TRANSPORT WORKERS

5-E Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi Road, New Delhi

President: S.A.Dange
General Secretaries: N.D,Sundriyal
Ishar Singh

20 October 1964
FOR FAVOUR OF PUBLICATION

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST ROAD TRANSPORT WORKERS IN
APPOINTMENT OF WAGE BOARD AND COVERAGE UNDER BONUS FORMUL..

The Secretariat of the National Federation of Indian Road
Transport Workers has issued the following statement:

"The 23.5 lakhs of road transport workers have been parti-
cularly discriminated against by the Government both in the formula-
tion and implementation of welfare legislations as well as in
considering their demands relating to wage revision and bonus.
Although Wage Boards have been appointed in a number of industries
where the employment is not even one-tenth of the strength in
road transport, no wage board to fix fair wages in road transport
industry has as yet been appointed. The National Federation of
Indian Road Transport Workers demands that Government should not
delay the setting up of a Wage Board for this industry any longer.

"The same discriminatory attitude is shown in regard to the
application of the bonus formula to road transport.

"Firstly, under the so-called formula of "20 per cent competi-
tiveness'for public sector undertakings to make them pay bonus
to workmen, the State Transport undertakings are refusing to apply
the bonus formula to their workmen. Even if this formula is
accepted for arguments' sake, it is obvious that no State Transport
undertaking can claim itself to be a non-competitive industry
since private sector transport services are allowed in all
States and even on a regional basis, no monopoly can be established.
This is true even of the municipalised transport undertakings as
in Bombay and Delhi.

"Secondly, the Bonus Commission report does not specifically
cover the road transport industry and the Commission recommended
that the formula should apply in the case of small units only
to those establishments covered by the Factories Act. As is well-
known, in the case of Motor Transport Workers aAct, the coverage
extends to all units employing five or more workers, as against ten
(in units using power) specified in the Factories Act.

"Therefore, while drafting the proposed legislation on bonus,
Government should specifically include a provision that all units
covered by the Motor Transport Workers Act should come within the
purview of the statutory enactment on bonus. 4lso, since the
formula on 20 per cent competitiveness is extremely unreal in the
case of road transport, no exemption should be given to State or
municipalised transport undertakings from the operation of the
bonus formula. -

"The Federation hopes that Government should take steps to
end the gross discrimination against road transport workers."

,_____l\\,',%mp\.

for General Secretary
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PRECS RFLFASE

The feeretariat of the AITIC hae ismued the following statement

to the preesta

*The mase killing of three to four hundred Jute workers in Faet Pakistan
hes ehoeked the IndSan people, Such a maseacre has been unheard of in the trade
union movement, That much brutslity is pomeible in Pakistan todgy, clearly
ghows the Govermment of thet country in ite true coloure,

" The AITUC expresses 1te decp sorrow at this mase urder and extends its
full solidarity to the workers who 2re on strike since October 12, 1964, It
endoreer the demsnd raieed by democratic lesdere in Pakietan for an inquiry

coamiveion®,
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(3atieh Loomba)
New Pelhi, Seeretary, ATIUC

Dated ghe 21,10,1964,
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23 October 1963
PRESS COMMUNI QUE

ATTUC SUZPORTS AIYF CALL FOR OBSERVING
ANTI-UNEMPLOYMENT DAY ON 10 NOV,

Shri K.G.Sriwastave, Secretary, All-India Trade Union
Congress, has issued the following statement:

"The All-India Trade Union Congress supports the initiative
taken by the All-India Youth Federation to observe 10 November
1263 as ANTI-UNEMPLOYMENT DAY, Despite some avenues of employ-
ment opened up by programmes of industrialisation and expan-
sion of services, the present schemes of the Government are
far too inadequate to provide employment opportunities to the
several thousands of young employment seekers., According
to indications, even the Third Plan target on employment
would fall short by nearly twenty lakhs.

"The Employment Exchange statistics themselves show that
the number of job-seekers registered with the exchanges had
gone up by about seven lakhs in the course of one year. The
figure was 19.8 lakhs in May 1962 and it rose to 26.3 lakhs
in May this year.

"The rigours of unemployment and under-employment are
particularly hard on the young entrants to the nation's labour
force., Along with lack of employment opportunities, insecurity
of employment is an additional factor facing the young
workers. In the large construction projects under the Plan,
the workers who acquire skills and experience are retrenched
in a haphazard manner and there is no plan to utilise their
services elsewhere for similar construction work. The impact
of rationalisation schemes is also quite heavy on the new
entrants to the labour force since they are the first to be
axed being the junior-most., There are also instances of
workers being kept on badli list and not provided even
fifteen days of continuous employment in the mills and factories.
Unemployment among young women workers is also fairly
widespread and they besides suffer from discrimination.

The problem of 'educated unemployed' is another serious
question facing the youth and the nation.

"Therefore, the AITUC considers that the efforts being
made by the All-India Youth Federation to focus public atten-
tion to this grave problem of unemployment deserve the support
of all, and particularly of the trade unions. The AITUC
appeals to all trade unions to wholeheartedly cooperate with
the units of the All-India Youth Federation to observe
theANTI-UNEMPLOYMENT DAY, mobilising wide sections of
public opinion,"
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Secretary
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PRESS COMMUNIQUE

17 November 1964

Shri Indrajit Gupta, M.P., President of the Port, Dock and Waterfront
Workers' Federation of India and Shri K,G, Sriwastava, Secretary, All India

Trade Union Congress, have issued the following statement:

" News has been received of the arrests under the Defence of India
Rules of Shri Gerald Pereira and Shri Gajanan Patil, leaders of the Goa
Dock workers, This is a clear case of misuse of the Government's powers
in order to crush the trade union movement in Goa harbour by means of
repression. This is not the first time since Goa's liberation that the
administration has tried to persecute and suppress legal trade union
activities in the interests of the Stevedores and shippers. It is repre-
hensible that that the Defence of India Rules should be used for this
purpose and trade unionists who are not guilty of any illegal act, should
be thus detained without trial, We strongly protest against the arrests

of Shri Pereira and Shri Patil and demand their immediate release!’,
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(K.G. Sriwastava)
Secretary



Cable: "AITUCOMNG™ Telephones: 57787/54740
ALL - INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS
5-L, Jhandewalan, Rani Jhansi koad, New Delhi-t,

e e e e mr ae ae me e ew ee o e e em mm mm e mm e em e v M em e e e @w me e e em m e v ew e S e =

PEESS KELEASE

New Delhi,
Dated the 21 December 1964

GOA FIRING - WORKFRS NOT ALLOWED TO RESUME WORK -~ INSTEAD FIRED AT

K.G. Sriwastava, Secretary, 411 India Trade Union Congress, has
in a press statement strongly criticized the firing by police on Port & Dock
workers in Vasco-Da-Gama, Goa which has resulted in the death of one worker and
injury to several others.

" Irony of the situation is- that workers were, after the appointment
of the Commiesion, willing to resume work . They were not allowed to resume work.
Their leaders are still under detention, I sought the intervemtion of Shri Sanji-
vaiyya, Union Minister of Labour and Fmployment, on 17th December 1964 so that
workers are allowed to resume work and their leaders are relezsed from detention.
He promised to do the needful after inguiry. He rushed the Kegional Labour Commi-
esioner (Central) for this purpose, Mearwhile, the local employers, as has been
vhe case all along, were bent on not allowing the workers to resume their duty and
on the contrary tried to recruit new hands, Goa {idministration seems to be fully
backing the nefarious 2ctivitiecs of the Fmployers. find this has rosulted in firing
and killing,

wAH,I,T,UC, demands an independont judicial inguiry into the firing
and intcrvention of the Home and Labour Ministers to settle the issue amicably by
reloasing the arrested leadere and allowing the workers to resume the work',
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Secretary, AITUC,
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31 December 19064
PRESS COMNUNIOUE

The Secretariat of the AITUC has issued the following
statement:

"The AITUC lodges its vigorous protest against the
arrest of trade union leaders in various States of India. Those
arrested include office-bearers and members of the Working
Committee and General Council of the AITUC and leaders of
Sstate TUCs.,

"The Defence of India Rules have been repeatedly used to
crush the movement of people for the redressal of their grievances
and for betterment of their lives. The wholesale arrest of TU
and other cdemocratic leaders cannot but add to discontent
specially in view of the failure of the Government to solve tin~
price and food questions,

"These arrests have once again underlinea tae immediate
need for repeal of DIR and the ending of the state of national
emergency,

"The AITUC demands the immediate release of all those

arrested,"
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(Satish Lodmba)
Secretary
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