i0-note
A. Govindasamy (Chennai, Tamil Nadu)

e is the general secretaryof Madras PressLabour Union. e was bom on 14™

November1921 in an agriculturists family. The family had only a small piece of land,
only 5 acres. e studiedupto 9" standard.

During 1937-38 he worked in a small journal Oozian as an ordinary employee.
Importantlabourleadersusedto visit the placeto meetthe workers,eg. Jeevanandang.
V. Ghate,A. S.K. lyengar,V. SubbaiahSrinivasRaoandothers.

So, Govindasamywas spottedby ASK, who beganto assignhim variousjobs of the
unions. Gradually, Govindasamygot into TU activities, generallyamongvarious press
workers. In the meantime,he beganworking in anothempress.WhenASK was arrested,
thatput lot of pressureon othersincluding Govindasamy.

It wasa memorabledaywhen Govindasamygot an opportunityto actasavolunteerto
receive SubhashBose. It was PressLabourUnion which organisedthe meetingsin his
honour.

Govindasamybeganfull-scale TU work, organizingthe ordinary workers, arranging
and speakingat gate meetings, etc. e was arrestedseveral times since 1941 and
participatedn hungerstrikesetc. severaltimesinsideandoutsidethejail.

e joined the army at the height of the SecondWorld War, was trainedin Jabalpur,
Katni etc, andthen sentto Burma. But he kept comingin clashwith the British officers
andwas sentbackanddismissedrom the army. So were43 others.

e wasaskedo takeup the generalsecretaryshipfthe PressLabourUnionin 1947.

In the undergrounddaysof 1948-49,the TU offices were sealed,andhe wasbanished
to his village underobservation.

e participatedn the anti-Americanprotestsvhenthe Rosenburgouplewerehanged
in the early 1950s,in the US. The demonstratorsmashedhe American Consulatein
Madras.

Gonvindasamystill takesinterestin TU activities even though physically he is no
more strongandcapable.



ranscription Note
A Govindasamy( amil Nadu)

The interview was conductedoy Anil Rajimwaleon 11 March 2003 at 11.45a.m.in
CPI headquarteran Chaimai. The place and atmosphereof the interview was very
conducivefor interview.

The respondentvas quite cooperativeand willing to give answers.Due to old-age,
hearingproblemand languagedifficulties, help of othershadto be taken. Therefore,the
interviewhadto be interpreted/translateidto Englishfrom Tamil)

| wasbomon 14 November1921 in avillage which wasearlierin Andhrabut now is
part of Tamil Nadu. We were a family of agriculturistsbut | shiftedto Chennaiaftermy
™ standardstudy. Herel usedto work in apress,and as suchcamein contactprominent
leadersof the trade union movementand of the CommunistParty. For example,leaders
like JeevaGhate,ASK, SrinivasRaoandothersusedto visit the placein connectiorwith
their activities. They, particularlyASK usedto entrustme with variouserrandsandtid-bit
jobs of the union. Gradually,| beganto sit in their meetingsand evenspeakin the gate
meetings.| graduallygot integratednto the PressLabourUnion. At thattime, therewere
no labour laws, factory acts, etc and peopleworked 10-12 hours. Later, | becamea
prominentleader-activisand evenwentto jails, particularlyasASK wasarrested.

| was one of the volunteersto receive SubhashChandraBosein Chennai.Thatwasa
memorableday. It wasthe PressLabourUnion which organisedhe massmeetingsvhere
he spoke.

We went through so many stmgglesand hungerstrikesmany of which | do not even
rememberln thosetimes, we usedto enterright into the Fort to protestandto put in our
demands.

In 1941 railway strike, we wenttojail in solidarity. Therewashungerstrike in front of
the Law College.

| joined the army during the war. The Party askedus to. We weretrainedin various
placesincluding Jabalpurand then sentto Burma. | was in the mechanicalside. But
myselfand about 40 odd othersusedto pick up quarrelswith the British officers over
food quality, living conditionsetc. They usedto punishus.

We also usedto receive Party journalstheein a shop in Rangoon,wherefromwe
pickedit up. The moneywassentas family remittanceto Indiato be paidto the paper.

Soon,we wereremovedfrom Burma, sentto India anddismissedrom the army.



fter the dismissalfrom the army, | resumedthe TU work in 1947 and becamethe
general secretaryof the PressLabour Union, a post| hold till date. Party was soon
bannedandthe TU offices sealed.l alsoworkedin train, harbour,motortransportunions
etc. | was enteredto my village, with policemenon the watchall thetime. Then| shifted
to Sharafli House,the HQ of the movements.

There was the incident of smashingof the merican Consulatewhen Rosenberg
couplewerehanged.

We showedblack flagsto Indira Gandhiwhenshecameto Chennai.

Therewerebig strugglesin ChristianLiterary Society (CLS) and otherplaces.Satish
Loombacamein the movementwhich spreadfar and wide. He addressedhe workers.
He, and Mohan Kumaramangalamthen flew back, but it provedto be a flight to death.
Theydiedin the air crash.

During the RIN Revolt of 1946, we organiseda pressworkers strike in Chennaiin
solidarity.
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