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PENINS’S EUROPEAN "VISION”

By V, Komov
”"’>» » . . . *

The second stage of the Conference on European Security,'< 1 *z * * ei' * . - \ ♦
now under way in Geneva, and the new round of talks on reduction
V■ » • '•

cf armed forces, .and ’.armaments • in Central Europe,’being held in
« f . i

Vienna have focussed the world attention on Europe. Peking 

• propagandists found this opportune to spread in Europe its anti-

Soviet canards like "Soviet striving for hegemony in Europe,"

"Soviet effort to disunite Europe", ano. "Soviet bid to weaken the 

defence capacity of European countriesV etc...

Unfortunately, the Peking propagandists have overdone 

in their enthusiasm for piling up anti-Soviet accusations. Those 

who are not averse to facing facts as they are could see for 

themselves that Soviet effofl 'to "disunite postern Europe" has 

actually been instrumental to developing good-neighbourly relations 

amon*. Prance, the FRG, Finland, Sweden ntc on a bilateral end
X ' '

multilateral basis. , •

"Weakening"

knd now about "Soviet efforts to weaken the defence 

capacity of European countries". This- refers, to the Vest European 

nations, and the Soviet Union which greatly respects their 

sovereignty,, cannot in any way weaken them without interfering in
3 . ' t

their internal affairs. Unfortunately the Soviet Union will, have 

to disappoint the Maoists if they expect the USSR to follow their 

example. If the Soviet Union were sending to \Testern Europe 

armed rebels to attack military and industrial projects as the 

Chinese are doing in Burma, Philippines, Bangladesh -and India, then : 

there would have been grounds for such idle talks. However, to the 
disappointment of the Mapists, the USSR greatly1 respects the

sovereignty of' other countries,'a fact acknowledged even by her
*

enemies-.

1 Proohets _•f Gloom

The real reason behind the anti-Soviet tirade is something 

else. By discrediting the Soviet Union Peking also aims at discredit
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Government of West Bengal 
Labour Department

Notification.
Ho. 235 0-L.W./LW/2W-1/68 Calcutta, the 12th Dec. 1968.

WHEREAS by the Government of West Bengal, Labour Department 
notification No. U559-Lab./G/2W-7(A)/53 dated the 28th December,1955 
and No. 5755“kW/LW/2W-l/59 dated, the 5pd November, 1959 road with 
notification No. lh.9-LW/LW/2W-l/59 dated, the llpfch January, i960 the 
minimum rates of wages payable to the employees employed in employ­
ments in agriculture in the State of ’West Bengal were fixed;

AND WHEREAS the Governor upon a roviow undor clause (b) of 
sub-section (1) of section 5 the Minimum Wages Act, I9I4.8 (XI of 
19U8)> of tho said minimum rates of wagos, considers it necessary to 
revise the same;

NOV/, THEREFORE, In exercise of the powers conferred by 
clause (b) of sub-section (1) of section 3 read with sub-section (2) 
of section 5 of tho Minimum Wagos Act, 1948 (XI of I9I4.8), the 
Governor after considering the advice of the committee appointed 
by the- Government of West Bengal, Labour Department Notification 
No. 1788-LW/LW/2W-hl|./67 dated tho 21st August, 1967 to enquire into 
the conditions prevailing in employment in agriculture in the State 
of West Bengal and to advise the State Government in making revision 
of tho minimum rates of wages fixed in respect of such employment, 
is pleased hereby to revise tho minimum rates of wages payable to 
the employees employed in employments in agriculture in the State 
of WesV"BehgaT as specif led in the Schedule below :-

THE SCHEDULE
1. Tho following shall be tho minimum rates of wagos for tho
da ily rated omploy e-s :-
(a) Minimum daily rates of wagos (without meals) for employees

omploycd in agricultural operations other than those 
specified in clause (b) below s-

Zonos Male
adults
Rs.-nP.

Female
adults
Rs.-nP

Childran
Rs.-nP

A . • • 3.5U 3.27 2.02
B .. • * 5.00 2.75 1.71+
C • • • 3.05 2.78 1.77
Jalpaiguri ... 3.88 3.U0 2.42
Siliguri sub-

division ... 3.U0 2.91 1.9U
Darjeeling (ex-
eluding Siliguri sub-division 3.03 2.77 1.75
Explanation : In this notification - (1) Zone 'A' comprises the
sub-divisions of Asansol, Chand-rnagar, Serampore, Hooghly (Sadar), 
Uluberia, Howrah(Sadar), Alipore (excluding the polico stations of 
Jaynagar, Canning, Bangur and Bishnupur), Barrackporo, Cooch Behar 
(Sadar), Mokligunge, Tufangunge, Mathabhanga, Dinhata, Tamluk and 
Ghatal; (2) Zone ’B! comprises the sub-divisions of Diamond Harbour, 
Basirhat, Barasat, Bongaon, Burdwan(Sadar), Vishnupur, Mi dnapur (Sadar 
Contai, Jhargram, Arambagh, West Dina jpur (Sadar) and Islampur; and (£) 
tono !C? comprises the sub-divisions of Murshidabad(Sadar), Lalbagh, 
Kandi, Jangipur, Nadia(Sadar), Ranaghat, Maldah(Sadar), Raigungo, 
tho police-station of Jaynagar, Canning, Bangur and Bishnupur in 
theAlipur Sub-division and tho district of Purulia.

By order of the Governor,

A.S .Nag,
Doputy Secretary to the Govt, of 

Wo3t Bengal.
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xiMEB Iff UUiiilS (B4U3LA)

The United Front O^verncient In 1968 fixed the wages 
for sericulture! labourere as follows*

Male Es* 4*50
Female Be* 5«00

dage fur harvesting at the existing rotes• fue lmolaxds 
in ataav cases t-w stay oruexa free too igh Court against t^ose 
wage rates* but by and lag© these aa^oo were enforced the 

lolgtat and Kuaaaaod areas*

A confer *a Id in i*olguot at too instance of GoveraaeBt 
decided to u£vc o uoaauxes of paddy to aoies and 5 measures to 
females durixf the harvesting season and it the rate of > and 
4 neaeures during non-season as wa^oa* Ho harvesting »y o$ 
was fixed as 1/9 of the paddy harvested. (obis was in place 
of cash payment) •

1$ 1969 the chutha ISenon covered..at increased these 
rates by 1j per coat* but this was stayed by the High C aft*

h district level conference held at falghet fixed tk 
wages as 7 aa^ sae&suxes during coae-.* and b and 5 duxl< 
aoa-season period* Harvesting wage was fixed at 1/8 of the 
paddy harvested*

f he atosce rotes conti. nod in 1971 •
In 1972 a struggle woe organic^ .,or the increase of 

wages* ihe c^.aggie lasted for 53 oowa. several attet-vC 
were made to eoua to a negotiated ec^JLemeat on the wag© 
issue* ‘fiie bov^rnuoat then issued an order under MIE fixing 
the wage os 1/7 of the paddy harvested* fats oxter was issued 

on 19*9*1572* --ot waa withdrawn in , otabar 197^* After
another round o.. negotiation Gcmrai a,, declared poddy col iva- 
tion as an essential service* But no uention was mode gl^ut 
wage in this declaration* »e argued onot as the cultlvati .11 
of paddy hoc t,.on declared as an ece^.-iol service* the ciatus^ 
quo regarding uogef should continue* e demanded the cane 
.age rote ac in :he previous season* landlords a, preached the 
;ig;, Court* -c also wont to Uie ceivt* he dign vvuxt ^avo 

a judgement ILai the wages should oa aid at the rates o?-.*ch 
prevailed in ilc previous season* .bis is tn<. latest , siUi.ai*

• • *B*
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ibe LoudfcvzrGxa are now taking a position that 
they would not xoco^jaise the workexc on permanent employees•

hey alee threaten that they would obstruct the iapl tax, nation 
of the provides of herein Agricultural workers1 Bill 
whica in now .....uv; the sctM'tiay x „ ; loot comitt to at 
the hfcate Lcei^loture# la this oustracaioniat tactics 
of aareaak© vurj (on organa, at ion ~£ tuo loud owners) 
they get support from CtU.

»W i eUAtKAH.
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