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VERTICAL SPLIT

Baba Bilga, two others quit DBYC over ideology

Sikh topic for Karl Marx seminar the sticking point

Manpreet Randhawa
Jalandhar, May 3

THE TOPIC of an upcoming sem-
inar seems to have caused a ver-
tical split in the Desh Bhagat
Yadgar Committee, with its pres-
ident and veteran freedom fight-
er Baba Bhagat Singh Bilga and
general secretary Gandharav Sen
Kochar and a trustee resigning
from their posts.

While all have cited health rea-
sons, sources say it is a matter of
ideology, as they are reportedly
upset over the “religious over-
tones” to the topic selected for the
seminar to held on May 5 to com-

memorate the birth anniversary
of Karl Marx. They feel it is not
in line with Communist ideology.
Bilga, who has been associated
with the Ghadhar Lehar for
many years, is currently in Eng-
land and sent his resignation two
days ago to Gandharav Sen, cit-
ing deteriorating health as a ma-
jor hurdle in his continuing as
president of the committee.
However, ingiders say it is the
topic for the seminar selected by
the 11-member executive commit-

tee on April 21, “Sikh Lehar de
Samajak, Arthak Sarokar da
Ajoke Sandharbh wich Ma-
hatav”, that has upset Bilga.

Sen, who was present at the
meeting, also expressed his reser-
vations on the topic that had
nothing to do withthe ideology of
Karl Marx, but he gave in to the
majority opinion of the members
that day.

Today, he too submitted his res-
ignation along with his daughter
Surinder Kumari Kochar, who is

an active member of the commit-
tee besides being a trustee. Both
cited health reasons for their de-
cision.

Bilga and Sen have been in
their respective posts for almost
15 years.

It is learnt there were other
members too who had reserva-
tions on the seminar topic, saying
the Ghadhar Party had nothing
to do with any religion and was
known for its secular credentials.
They said the topic should be re-

lated to the ideology of Karl
Marx instead of the Sikh Lehar.

Veteran Congress leader Sat-
pal Dang has also reportedly
written to the committee against
the choice of topic.

However, when contacted, the
committee attempted to play
down the matter. Gurmit, secre-
tary and official spokesman,
said: “Baba Bilga is over 100 and
has submitted his resignation on
two previous occasions too, cit-
ing health reasons. But the gen-

eral House of the committee was
able to persuade him to change
his decision. We are sure the
members would be able to make
him change his mind once
again.”

Denying the seminar topic had
any religious overtones, or that
the issue was the reason behind
the resignations, Gurmit claimed
it was a unanimous decision of
the executive committee.

He, however, admitted Sen and
Surinder Kumari had resigned
for the first time, adding the
committee would look into it and
see how they could be persuaded
to reverse their decision.
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+ ¢l ,P_Yc refuses

to aceepi lllga
resngnatmn

o HT Correspondent i
i Jalandhar. May 4

e

ks _THE DESH Bhagat Yadgar :
)55 Committee (IBYC) today . reject.
..ed the, re31gnat10ns 'submltted" :
.;-, by veteran freedom f1ghter and b4
. president. of the body Baba Bha _
1. gat Singh. Bilga, general SBCTe: | |
tary, /Gandhary. Sen Kochher: G|
and member Surmder l{umari; Hy
b ,;KPphher 5 (e e g
| ;15 In-a press note ;ssueq her .
l DQQh Bhagaf Yadgar Commiftee '

1 yiceq'president D S ma?‘} i
. said, “The reason for the resig:. .
. nations was the failing health of
the " office- bearers rather.'.
than any ldeolegy clash among1
members e

’I‘he comrmttee members
,were today’ln agreement on the.
n} fact that the: health of the aged_j

offlce bearers (Was: a matter. :
Bl concern but at the same .
tlme resolved that the Splrlt be-
hefs and tradltlonal values of

| ,sacmficed clashes due to
dlfference pf ogmien notwith
i standmg' A i 3
i Meanwhlle,i.m Nurmahal
i3 Gandharav .Sen Kochher saldi
.;‘ _the Desh’ Bhagat Yadgar_Ccm_-; -.
e :mltteewas notapohtical orgam,
b rather a custodian ‘of the- i
; Ghadar Lehar legacy. /' |
¢ "/ ‘Speakingathis residence, he
tcld Hindustan: Times the com-
mittee should ‘p 9 pagate the
) ldegl,ogy« Jofi Karl) Marx‘r and .

" Lenin ‘and’ disouss ‘dialectical

ll materiahsml-rather than spirl
£ rualigm. AR A Al ¢
i:-. The dispv,te ln the panel fol ;

lowed the! iselectlon ‘of ""the '
" topic for a seminar.on May 6t
| commemorate - ‘the birth  an-
_niversary of Kapl Marx: “Sikh
.Lehar ‘‘de - Samajak,. -Arthak
\Sarekar da; Ajolge Sandhavebh
vich Mahatav.\ e

the comm1ttee would never be i
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