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CHAPTER 1. INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION,

INDIA = JANUARY 1957,

11, Political Situation and Administrative Actione

Second Gonornl Elections to be held in Fobruary = lorch
1957¢: lIManifestoes of Politiocnl Partiss: Congross
Emphasiscs Socialism throuth Paaceful leanse

According to notifications issucd by the President
of India and tho Governors of States on 18 January 1957,
the SecondGeneral Elections for the Parlioment and the
State legislatures will be hold between 24 February 1957
and 14 March 1957«

A brief review of the election menifostoes issuod
by tho major political parfiss is given in the following
paragraphSe

Iridian National Conpress: Socialism through pesceful
monnSe=  Tho Indian Nationel Congress, the ruling party,
i 1te olection manifosto; epproved by its annual session
at Indorc (vido pps 2¢—27 of this report) has reiterated
its objoctive of ostablishrent of "a full soeielist order
or socioty""through demooratic and peacoful means®e

The manifosto refers to the role of the Congross and
j+s achiovements in the struggle for freedom mnd in the
solution of tho manifold problems that tho country faced~”
aftorthe attainmont of froedom, including the rehabilita-
tion of displaced persons, the integration of princely
States ond Statos! roorganisntion, the enactrent of the
Constitubion; the laying dowm of five ysar plans and change
in the objective of the Congress to that of o "socialistio

pattorn of asccictyPe




It states: "Tho basic obijecti :
it must be repoated, are domocgacy Zzg :geg;ii;n”g?;i
rnethods have to be peacofuls e have to adhore to pe Df
methods not only becauce they ere in tun e with Indl-) xzce ul
thinking, from tho time of our ancient sages and Aa}:';ak:
to Gandhi, bubt alaso beccusns only thus can wo r*nintai;
the unity and integrity of Indim, and not vmste our
substanco in internecine conflicts, Only thus can we
achicve socialism through the domocratie mothod which
we velue as ensuring the freodom of the :’.ndivid:ml“
Adhesion to this objective will moan discarding of ;anbe
and privileges based on birth, class or office,

"In cconomic relations there should be no exploita=-
tion and no monop ies, eond disperities in incomo should
be progrossively “lossoneds A national minirnm in the
general standard of living should be aimod, at, so that
overyone has the necessaries of life end the opportumity
fork?‘ﬁucationg, for maintaining his health and for productive
worlk" 4

To reduce regional disparities in economic developmeont;.
special ationtion will be paid to backvmrd arecs.. ) i

In pursuance of the restated objoctive of Congress
of a "Socialistic Co<operative Cormonveaith"; tho "co=
operative elemont should enter into -every aspect of life;
and more particularly; in industry and agriculturei. In
industrys the co=operative principlo ghould lead to
industriol democracy with tho progressive participation
of workers in industryi in rural areas the commmity
should be based on co=operetive management of villagers®¢

The manifesto statos thet the "Second Five~Yoar Plan
was prepared after full consultation and discussions. It
represents therofore the combined wisdom of the country
and it has to be given effect to by the joint offort of
ell our pooples This Plan wpresents broadly the approach
to tho probloms of Indim in the various fioclds of nationnl
notivitye It is o floxible Plan and it will havo to be
adjustod from time to time as circumstancos demand and as
the rosources of the country permits Already cortain
important chenges are being rmade in regard to resourcos
end the target for food production as well as other motterse
The experienco of other countries has shorm how difficult
it is to keep n propor balence botween industry and egriculturc
and betreen heavy; light and smell<scale industriese o
have to profit by this experience and aim at a balance and
ot the same tima; rapid growths. The growth of hoavy industry
is essential if we are to industrialise our country and
not be dependont on othorss But this has to be balanced
by smallescale and cottage industriess A lorge nmoasuro
of centralisation has become ineovitsble in modern lifes
But we have also abt the same time to decontralise in so
far as this is possiblos :

[y




"The major problem of India is to firht &
end unomployment and 4o raise tho utandnrgs ogozau:zoople-
A1l plonning hes this for itc objective. This nocossitat:m
greatly increased production and equitable distribution
Production in the world hes grow rapidly ever since *
higher techniques were employede Such higher techniques
must, therefore, be encoureged in industry and agriculture
os without them production will continue to be at 2 low le*’vel
In introducing hipgher tochniques, howover, the human elerzont.
the utilisation of India's pbundant men-power, and 4he !
quostion of omployment rust alvays be Impt in view, so
that any change~over in methods of production does not
load to unomployment end wnhappiness. Y\

PThe pace of progress depends upon the rosources that
arc availablo or that can bo raiseds Whilo hddp fron any
friondly source must be welcomed, the principal burden of
finding resourga’s must inovitably £all on the poople of
the cowmtrye <+his burden has to b e borne. But, it should
be spread out .in such a way as to fall chiefly on +those
vho are in a bottor position to shoulder it. Tho structure
of taxetion is being roconstructed with this object in views
This process will also help in reducing disparities in
income and wealthe. o

"The Congress welcomos the nationalisation of the State
Bank os woll as of life ingurances This is another step
tommards a socialist pattern and it gives a greator measure
of stratogic control for planning end other purposas of
the States The resolution on industrial policy of tho
Government of Indin defines the areas reserved for the
public and private sechorss It is not inteonded to nationalise
the oxisting private industries; ezcopt whore such is
considered necessary in terms of plannirg or whore they
occupy & strotegic position in the oconomy of the cowmirys
Privato onterprise will be encoursged, but always in tho
context of tho Plane -

"It is of.the highest importance to koep pricos at
roagonable levels and to provent inflatione To soms oxtent
inflation is almost inevitable in a dovoloping ecorormy,
but this should be kopt fully in check and oll nocessary
gteps should be takon to that ende . '

"Tn order to add to the resources of the country and
also Lo check inflation, saving is of great importances
The Congress, therofore, cormonds to the people that every
effort should be mnde to save and to invest in the various
saving schemss or in productive enterprises.”

o




On land, *he maniPfesto advocates prop 3 -
of all intermedinries, so that lond is'o-.?ﬁ:gsg;mthge Zgg
vator himsolf. The principle of of ceilings on lnnd'ha; )
boen accepted and should be progressively ﬁtroducad 8o
as to bring aobout a botter disiribution of land, l’o::hanised
agriculture may bo useful in scms areas, bus, in ﬁ:ow of
the men=power available and often not fully used, it is
desireble to encourage in*ongified methods of cuitivation
on & co~oporatdve besise It iz cf the highest imporiance
from every point of f#isw thet production should increass
This is the surest way of adding to the co tryte rosour::es
end of combating inflatione The Plonming 'omisaion has
increased the targot of additional food production during
the Plan period to about 30 por conte It is essential thob
this target should be achieveds For this purpose, various
stops have already btoen taken to add to our irrigation by
a large number of ninor works, by the consiruBtion of field
onbankments end contour bunds, by the soil conservation,
and by the introduction of dry farming methods in the somie
arid regions of Borbay, Madras, Hyderabad snd Ustar Pradesha
Bubt, tho greatest need of all is to have comprehensive village
plenning end the organisation of the co=operative moverent
for egricultural:productions

"landless labour constitutes an important elerent in
the rural population of tha country, ond the effective action
ghould be itaken to improve its economic position and social
stebuse To this end thore should bo expansion of work
apportunities, fixation of minirmm wages, ellotment of
house sites end resothlomont schemtse” :

. » X

The mmiifesto states that. unemployment "is noi only
bed for the individual concerned but is a disorder injurious
to mocial hoalth, Plaming hag, therefore, to aim ot the
progressive lossening of unemployment and its final eldminntione.
This will chiefly toke place by the growth of industry and,
rore espocially, small=scale and village industriose Higher
techniques appear to incroase unemployment; but ultimately
lead to far proater employmente Our youth should be trained
especially from the point of view of fitting them into the
scheme of the Plan and being utilised for greater production
in lond an'd small ond cobtage industriess With a viow
o introduce higher tochniques in sgriculturc end to help
production, trained cadess for agricultural work should

be organisa@." | | o .




On educasion it is in favour of bagi 3
for the oducated unemployed, apart frogazgsgg;ﬁiz}?;m As
such vocations es may te ouitsble, en ettempt should bem
md? to give thom some additional technical or specinliged
training so 03 to enable thenm to find suitablo work more
ocsilys The Second Fivo=Yoar Plan has mado provision f
a nurber of schomes for reducing unemployment anong :heor
oducated classese Among these is the establishment of
industrial ostates,

Ag all these activities in industry and aericulture
or in social sorvices require a combined efforfi’: in peaceful
conditions, it is necessary %o have industrial pooce as well
ag poace in oducational establislments which are training
poople to shoulder the burdens of the nation, Strilos and
lock-outs are peculiarly harmful when the main purpose is
to aéd to procuctiocha ¥Where ihey any problems 6r controvorsies
arise, they should be solved by penceful and co=operative
mothods without stopping or slowing dowm the gieat mechine
of produstion which iz o esgential to the march of the nation
to the next great stoge in its journey to & socialist :
commonwenlthe

In the sphere of foreign affairs, the manii‘ésto reiteratos
India's policy of pesce and friendship with sll nationse

Praje Socinlist Partye=  The Praja Socialist Party's
election manifesto calls for a complets overhaul of the
administration, particularly at the lower lovels and for
onlarging vastly the powers and resources of local bodies,
entrusting then with responsibilities of administrationm, -
development and the wolfare of the psople. The opprossivo
burdon of tho present Administration, its combliness, wnste=
fulness, topheaviness and lack of live contact with the
people, -the party belicved, were the direct consoquences of
the refusnl to decentranlise powore :

Btating that under the rule of the Comgress, "tho will
of the Govornmont, not the wishes of the people, bocomss law
of the land®, tho mmnifesto adds that demeemacy in the cowntry
and the liberties of the people will not be safe unless & .
strong and alert opposition confrerts the Governmonts

To the peasants, the manifesto advocates cormprehensive
dnd inteprated land reforms that will make the tiller of tho
£0il its owmer. "Thewe will be redistribution of land with a
ceiling on holdings an d facilitiss for personal cultivation
%o small holderse It will mnke the village panchayat the key
aponoy for impleronting the lend reformse It will foster co-
operativo marketing, credit and developront societien and
ondow pencheyat co=cperatives with tho authority and the
raosources noeded to provide extension services to every part
of the country, provide housing sites and buXlding facilities
%o the rural creas and initroduce orop insurance and similar
roasures to safepunrd peasanisc against the hazards of their

occupatione” :




Through co=oporetive warshousing and a poli
suprort the party would ensure e fair and stgudycie:xfx‘rgrigo‘
poasontss By fosterinp villepe craft and encouragine intore
village exchongo of comodities, varied occupations and "
balenced econory could bo brought‘to tho villape, °

For the workerg, it asgurcs full en-cyment L 3
of assoeciation end collective 'barg;czini.ngJ~.-.:f-§»«é::.nopft);ggf1 3:;%?;?@
Iyory nssistance will be anes= provided to build up s;.rm S
indopendont and donocratic trade 'mionss and thmfwill :.35'
entmnsted with the rosponsibilities of operating snd extonds
social security and other schemos of wali’ure, m;d eductzt:‘.cna.l;l.g
and technical improvement of the workors, Housing for workers
shall be an obligatory rosponsibility of industry, whether
public or privates Worlors! participation in managerent will
be widely introduced ond the trade unions and factory cormittecs
will be invited to bocome lcading organs of planning, production
end developrente Equnl atbention will be paid %o increase
- in production as to incroase in employmente Through produstion
bonus and profite=sharing workers! cernings will be raised to
living wmgee Vogos of agricultural workers will be fixed,
housing snd other amonities provided to them and. they shall
be holped to settlo on land as far as possiblos

The manifesto sympathises with the lot of tho middlo
claases and advocoates provision of housing and social
socurity for theme

The party belioves that in the intoreasts of planned
occonomic developmont banks, mines and minoral oils should be
nationalisede It is opposed to the monopolist expension of
a Pow business houses at the expense of smell and medium
entpoprenourse -

The manifecto adds that the move for thdextonsion of State
ovmorship is not socialism, which should give a new status to
workors, onlist thethco-oporation in management to step up
production efficioney and business integritys

The party regrets neglect of the poople under Congross rule
and bolieves that tho rosponsibility of finding gainful oemployment
o tho educatod whes on the State. The party proposes to pub
youth at the helm of tho nation's uffc.ira_. v

Dealing with tax payors, the party holds that the
quintessence of socialism 1k in economic equalitye Embedded
inequalitios of. sccioty would be corrocted as thore wtis noed for
n grodunted annual tax on vealth besides tho capital gains, tax
and excoss profit taxe It demands the sbolition of princes’

Privy purscBe _ 7 ) |
The party is committod to tho roalisation of wmilingual

Statos wherever dosired and State assistance would be givon for
tho devolopmont ond enrichment of langunge groupss




Fodification of Sccond Five ‘
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The Comm'?:..,t Par?y of Ipdiam, in its ocloction rmonifesto 2

p]_odges_‘;a determined struggle®™ for the modification of‘tho

socond Five=Year Plan "in accordance with national i.ntorast;"
*

It states that “hhough the declarod aims ’ jectives
and ob Je b3
of the Plan were laudablo and sorn2 of the 'DI‘OPOSQ].S beneficial
& »

the mejor proposals and mezsures "aro not
r C : suck a
the ronlization of thoge aims and objectives", ® would endble

Tho Corrmunist Party, tho menifesto sa :
priority of devolopmont to heonvy and basicyingzggaiorvmich
ghould be in the State sectors Location of industrio; mst
bo such as to take into account the gspecial nesds of the i
ccononically baclkward areas so as to ensure their developmonte

"Pending the dovelopment of heavy and basic industrios
the denand for more consumer goods should be mat, as far as.
possible, by the maximm utilization of cepacities of ths -
existing industries end by oncouragement of ond nid to smelle
scale and cottage industriese

"The Communist Party rocognises that in the present siage
of owr developmont, patrioticeminded Indien capitalists can -
moke important contkibution towards the economic dovelopment
of &ur country. The party desires that I,dion industries should
be protected szainst foreign competition, that all legitimnte
rights of "tho capitalists should be onsured and that their
active co-operation should be gocured for irplementation of
the plan of nationel reconstruction”s

Criticising tho second Five-Year Plan, the menifesto says
the Plan did not proposs o teke any stop to dislodge British
capital from its powerful position in vital sectors of India's
economyes Tho proposals of India for oxtension of the public
ssctor wore timid end half-hearteds Heovy concessions had been
made to big business duo to vaich the private sector would
continue to predominnte in the country's industrial life, -

The allacation o hoavy and machine=building industries
was extromely inadequate, whilo large-scalo consumer goods
spdustrios had boen favoured with heavy allocationse A big
part of this allocation would go for rationalisation, intonsifying
tho unomploymont probleme The sound idea formulated in the
Plan=frame that tho noeds of consumsr goods should be ret as far
as possiblo through bettor utilisation of the existing industries
and throuch dovelopment of small and cottage industries on
which millions of people depended for 1livelihood, had been

virtuelly sbandoncde

- _,‘_.Tit



"The approach of +ho Govornment" nanif
"o the vital problenm of lend conti:u;stiz be po:f::;uﬁds‘
influenced by landlord intorostse The basic demmnd thay land
must belong to the tillor, a demand accepted by tho Congross
Agrarien Reforms Cormittee in 1949, hes not euided the planners”
If the Plan wms -not radicelly modifjed in im;:ortant rospects o
t8 doclared objectives would not bo roalisod, the mng:sto.snid.

The Commmist; vould, howevor, fight for tho implerentat:
entation
of thoso proposals of tho Plan which mri‘gozxeficiul ?’or tho country
and vould comba? all attonpts at sobotagihg these proposals Ser—
by the "vogtod intorests, Governnment authorities and bureaucrcts®,

The Commmist Party, the manifesto said, demandod the
breaking of the pgrip of British cepital over important ssctors
of I,dia's oconomy; the curbing .of' monopolists, +the rapid
development of the public secotor, sweeping away of landlordism,
troansfer of land to tho peasants, reduction of disperities
of imcome, removal of uwmemployment; speedy advence in the sphore
of hoalth, housing and culture and radical chengos in the taxation
systom so that the burden fell primarily on the wealthior gections
of the commmnity and demanded the exiension of democracy to

' enaure popular co=-operation andthe wnleashing of popular

initiative at all levolsse

The manifesto said a coiling should ho imposed on export of
profits and on profits of all big industries and cormorcial
concernse The excess shoudd be taken over es compulsory loans.
These, topethor with the resorves of -large compenies; should
form a natimmal dovelopment pool, to be invested in the Stato
and private sectors in accordance with nntiocnal needse

The Stnite should have a monopoly of foroign trade in the
principal commodities, which would give it large profits,
bepides making it possiblo to diversify the country's trado
and dsvelop it on tho basis of mutual advantage with othor
countriese State trading should be developed inside the-

country 2lsoe , ‘

Hoavier taxation, the manifesto said, should be imposed
on corporate profits and capital gainse Thore must be a coiling
on porsonal ond fonily incomes, and tox on perscual wealthe

'The payrmont of componsation to big landlords should be
postponed, Tho privy purses paid to princes should be stopped
and thoir hoarded wealth requisitionod as compulsory loang

For the working clesses the Commmmistp Party promised to
demand Pixantion of a netionrl minirnm vmges Pending such
fixation, on immediate incronge of 25 por cent should bo rranted
+o workers on tho basis of already incroased productivity

- of leboure




Tho-party would oppose Govornmont?s™poli
o f . '
official=backod unions on worlmrg"™ and adS'ocag gmui?i::l:?gﬁch

holp the workers in each industry $o0 wmite in 3
union "on the basis of trade wmion dcmm'm:y_u.one single trade

The monifesto snid the party would £ifht for the i
of employrent and other opportunitics +o ﬁe middle-clenigagz;m
thet the economic distress of this class ip rolieved and its -
talont and potentislitios are fully tapped for tb%rejmnntion
of the coumtry't, -

In tho fisld of the agriculture and the
domanded thet the slogan of land to +the ‘aillege gzzﬁyﬁothopw
impleronted without any further procrastination or delay.
Further, there mugt be substontinl roduction of the burden of
ronts and ‘taxes. Ceilings should not excoed -three times a
family holding and nll lend in excess of tho coiling should
bo distributed amorng agriculitural workers and poasants without

paymonte

'All Govornment=ovmed cultivable wasteland, the monifosto
said, should bo distributed amonp the poor peasants and agricultural
lpbouters, and State sid given to bring thom wmder cultivations
Land should be restored to peasants evicted by landlords in the
recent yoars snd gll mala fide transfers declared null and void,

The peasants must be guaranteed fair price for their produce
and agricultural worker must be assured a minimm wogees Irrigation
works should be expanded by underiaking, in addition to major
projects, a lorge number of smrller projects and water rates
ghould be brought dom substantiallys :

The Commmist Party would advocate equal rights for woren
in every sphere and advocnte policies and measures which would
enpgble women to improve their social, economic and educational
position so that those rights could te exercisede

The Party would demand equal pay for equal work, removal
of rostrictions in respect of employmont on married women and
full right of women to inheritance, inoluding lande

For the "oxtension of democracy] the Party would domand
abolition of Upper Houses in the legislatures, widor powers
for the States, espocinlly in tho sphere of finance, ssparation
of the judiciary from the oxecutive and introduction of
proportionel reprosentetion in all eloctionse .

In the sphere of foreign policy, the Party is in favour
of withdrawnl fron the Commonvwealthe
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Bharatiya Jan Sanghe= Arendment

0 oang of th

+o proYlde for a witary Siate » the esmblisgzg;?bszgt:;dm
econonic t‘i-amo?re.cy with equal opportunities for dovelopmont ’
decontrz:xhsahon of pm_mr to the lowest levels of adnig?:tr;*'
revolut:.onary changes in the systen of oducation and Bquidai?on’
of umemployront among the cducated classes arec soms of—tbo e

proaises held out theo I 3 .
manifostoe k4 Sharatiya Jena Sangh, in its elaction

According to the manifesto, the party wo
- L ' uld :i
priority to national defence and its progia.m.e ingﬂvlzst:zmxéction

would includo compulsory military training to all
and irmedinte establishmant of dofence ingustrios.yomg o

Tho monifesto declared that the Jana Sangh would develpp
a new econonic order in which economic power shall not bo allowed
to bo centralised in & few hands nor the Stale be given wnliritod
ponerse "Wo have to evolvo an order free from both types o?
capitalism = tho individual and the State", it said,

The; irmodiate aim of the Jana Sangh's economic
: s prograzme
would be two-folds (a) to solve the problems of food, clothing,
housing, unemployment and inequality, (b) %o make the country
self-sufficiont in defence, producer and consumer goods,

The Sangh promises to take strong measures to roduge
Govornment expenditure, which, mccording to it, haé"%‘_x‘di"‘%a
years. . L

cent

- The menifesto guarantess a minimm standard of life, With
e viow to removing inequalities of income, the party, if
roturned to power, would fix the paximm aalary at 2,000 rupees
2 month and the minimum at 100 rupces & month, Bfforts would
be rmade to bring the ratio to 1:10 in the near future.

In foreign afféirs, the aim of the Jena Sangh would be
the "enlightened self=-interest™ of I,diae .

Hindu shasabhae= The main plenlk of the Hindu linhasabha
clootion monifosto it its demand for secession from the British
Cormonvwealth and a nild criticgicm of panchashila or cowoxistence
with o "hotalitrian powor out’crush the freedom movement in
Hungary™e Deeling with the economic progrommo of tho lahesabha,
the mmnifento says that the party stands for a progressive and
dynenic cconomic policye In its view, the Steto should underiake
as its first rosponsibility the complete liquidetion of unemployment
and every able~bodied porson should be guaranteed emplgrment and
in defgdlt of profiding such employrment, the Stato should
undertoke the responsibility of affording minimum sustenance to
the citizen, Tho linhnsabha also is for co-operative largo-scale
farming end the elimination of wneconomic holdingse




Socialist Party of Ipdine= So tho hi
the nanifesto of tho Socinlist 'Partymzi‘dl'ndu}il: h:ghliéixfs °
of the Praja Socialist Party,nfc total prohib;.tioxsnp elmma:m‘. ggﬂp
of"Englislil froxtz't all Governmontal and public use, c;-entiﬁn of =
a "four-pillar” Stato by dividing power at tho villape districk,
Stnte ond Central level, aboliticn of doath ponalty and ot
elactoratos? right of recall, ' i

On tho economic front, the Party is i
povortye The Socimlist Party beliogslthg;mﬁziaﬁotdiitr ¥
levelling up cen be successful only through a sirmli:geous
lowering of the poaks ond raising of the depth, for otherwise
the vicious circle will persist, Tho Party will formlate )
policies and teke measures to narrow down existing differencos
of incorme, timing at 2 ratio of 1 : 10, This z:atti)_o wiil
progressively decreage with the increase of production and
rational wealthe Tho toxation policy will be so revised as
to moet this ende Indirect texation will be discouraged and
all vnjust and irksomp taxes burdening the poor, such as taxes
on bullock carts, multiepoint Badés Tax, end Professional
Tox on people of tho Low Incore Groups will be abolished. Privy
purses of tho Princes will te discontinued and the rich will
be heavily taxede '

- In the field of agriculturo, private ownership of land,
about three timeg the sizs of ‘the minimum holding, that is &
holding which a femily of five c¢an cultivete vrithout employing
hirod lobour or heavy mochanisotion will be permittede All
1ands in excesg of those will be distributed among poor peasants
end lsndloss lobourcrse Cormmon lands which have been usurped
into private ovmership will be roturned to the villpges " Land
$ox on profitless epriculturc end unoconomic holding:will be
aboliched. Mgro -1end will be brought undor oultivation with the
help of a food armye This will relieve the pressure on asgricul=
tural lende All intermsdiaries who shere tho yield but do not
contributo their lobour will be eliminateds Land willbe provided
Por housing, pasbures and other common purposes. Disparity
in agrioultural and industrial prices will be romoved, Agricultural
labourers will hove o guarenteod fair wegoce Ejectmonts will be
banned, Co=operatives for farming and morketing will te promotedes
Adequate oid, financinl or otherwise, will be rmzde available
to needy cultivatorse Rural indebtednass will be liquidated,
and oacy crodit facilities provided. Small irrigation projects
1ill be undertakone :

pelieving, &s it dees that production of wealth in the country
ghould bo sought through the maximm possible utilisation of
1nbour, the Socialist Party will lay emphesis on small=unit
machiness Production of luxury goods will be suspended, and
hrga-'-scuilo'indus’criesfdll be utilised for tho production of
stool, iron, chemicals, ‘cemont ond the like, as also other
necessary consunsr goods for tke villagos, towms and citiesa




The Socialist Party belioves 4 .
ﬂ.m‘b hire labour should he otmed byhi.}?eaiic?:;‘;f of gls‘ot}gct;on
will bo ncoomplished in o phased programms. The Sooiniise.
Govornment, to begfyy with, will nationalise all mein fngtgreian
lf'ke iron end steel, enpinsering, sugar, textiles, cerent srrios
nines, electric power and cheriicala, All f°"°if;'n.capita1"
the country shall be nationnlised, Plentations and all in
gggiigg.mcl establishnonts owmod by foreignera will be

Tko Socialist Party rejects the concopt
pt of propor
conpensction end accepts instead tho consopt of rohra)gigtation
and compensation,

To labour, it promises thot the indws trial end agricultural
vorkers will occupy & position of pride and dignity in a
soginlist cocietyes Iy the nationalised sector: workers will -
hove adequate and offective roprozentetion in the State corpora-
tions and their advice and co=oporation will be sought in the
planning 8f production through works cowmcils and production
cormitteon, ) }

In the private sector too; representation will be provided
in manapgorments The participation of workers! representatives
in-management, both in the private and public sectors; will not
in any wmy affoct the right to strike or other sctivitios of
colloctive barpaininge The Socimlist Party will Light for the
removal of all rostrictions on the ripht of strikeand peaceful
pickstings The Socialist Party supports the right of ‘workers
to an adequate share in the profits of industrios in +the private
sector and to the surpluses of industries in the public sector
The Socialist Party will encoursge and develop afree end
indopondent Trade Union Movement on democratic linese

The Socialist Party will fight for®x fair day's wage
for a fair day's work", The artificial division of woges
into a basic wege and dearmess allowance should be abolished
through a morgor of dearness allowances The Socialist Party
viill agitato for the sppointmen t of a National Wage Cormission
to dobtormineo the fair wages to various catogories of workers
and to narrow the differences in the earnings of workers
prevailing in different regionse The Socialist Party will
strive for the removal of the differance in the earnings of
the State ond Central sorvicese i
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The Socimrlist Party will fipht for & :

the Employcos! State Ipsurence Sghame to ::mﬁnﬁn;of
bureaucratic featurcd +to provide safeguards and 'benei'{:a
egainst the risks of wnomployrent, old age and death, and

to covor the familios of the insured, In tho over-cx.-owded
urben areas, the Socialist Party will oblipate big industrinl
erployoers to mndertalsn clearing up of slums and bﬁildin

of houses for the Low Income Groupne ®

The Sccialist Party will fight vi i
t gorously against am -
a-frbompt on -tho.pur‘b of ‘any employer in the name of rationilisa-
tion to 1n4_.;enn1fy work=loads 6r to introduce contly labour=
av:h}g devicos w:ﬂuoh may tond to reduce employment potentials,
t will also agitate for statutory schemeg of decasualisation
in seasonal or intermittent industries,

The First Pive<Yoar Plen has done nothing to ease the
problan of "wmermployment in our cowntry, mmd now it is admitted
that ovon after the Second Five<Year Plan, the position will
be no botters It will be the firat task of tho Socinlist
Governmont to meet this challenge mdequately; and wntil then
the Socialst Party will agitate for the payment of reasonable
wmomployment relief to the unemployed,

The Socialist Party is committod to the principle of
equal irrclevance of Copitalism snd Comrmmisnm for promoting
a new human civilisations It wishos to build a third camp
that keeps away from the Atlantic and Soviet systoms and
doos not profer ons to the othor; and would sirive to croate
a civilisation of free men in an equal worlde Such a-
tworld can bo built on the basis of the dootrinc tha't mon
are equal not only within tho FNation, bub also anong nationge

(The Economic Revierr (Publighed by the Idian
Vetional Conpress); Vol VIII; No.l8,
Jonuary 15; 1957; ppel9=21; .
The Jannta (published by the Praja Socialist
Poarty) Vole XI,Noe49, 6 Januery 1857;
The Hinduston Times, 24 Decomber 1956 and

1; 4; 14 end 17 January 1957 )e
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Thirteorith Sossion of Lobour Ministors!?

Conferen
Hew Delhi, 27 « 28 Docembor 19563 Specinl Lfeotigz'
to consider Labour Participation in Industry:
Schemes for Vorkors!'! Lducation and Vape Boards

approved: Employoes' Providont Fmd contributions
+0 boc raised to 8 175 por cent,

The thirteenth session of the Labour Hinisters!?
Confereonce was held at New Delhi on 27 and 28 Decermtor
1956, Shri Khandubhai K. Descni, Union Labour Hinigter
presidinge :

" The following woro the agenda bofore the Conferencese

(1) Statement of action taken on the conclusions
reached at the last session of the Labour
Minigters! Conference;

(2) Accidents in factories;

(3) The Eentral Lebour Institute and the Rogional
Contres end tho part they can play in the genoral
programr of workers'! education;

(4) Enhancement of the rate of provident fumd contributions
' fron 6‘]/4 yver cont to 8 1/3 per cent;

(5) Workors! porticipation in monagement;
(68) Workers®' Education;

(7) Central législation in rospsct of working conditions
in motor temnsport industry; | :

(8) General disocussion of the ways amd roans to achieve
the objectives of the labour policy laid dovm in
the Second Five Yoar Plen with particular recferenco to:=
() flovision of Trade Union logislation; '

(b) Setting up of Tage Boaords, their conctitution,

" sgcope, Tunctions, oto.;

(c) Lobour exchanpges;

(@) Training centres;

-

(9) Proposal to ostablich permanent Labour Courts umder
the Industriel Disputes 464,1947 (as amended)nnd to
empowor thom to hear all cases underthe different

~ labour laws; -

(10) Spoedy d»isprosal of industrial disputes;
(11) lodo of publication of awnrds; ond

(12) Bonus in the Pyblic Soctors




~ |

Shri Ddcai's address: Neod for I
n . d -3
TRy sy
was nceossary to evolve in India what was calleq industrial

democracy by mnking workers feel the
pation in tho nmanapemont, sonsation of partici-

He said worlers rmust also have tho feol
: : that
wWero noi.; only vage earners but wore part zmdiggrcel o;h :1{0
industrzgl production and that thoy were ag ifnportunt in
stature and status as the nanngoment itself,

Shri Dosai said he hod no doubt that "civen +ho
will on our part and proper undorstending mi the P};rtngper
employers and trade wmion organisaticns, we can make our
industrial domocracy a roal success and an examplo even
for othors to follow", )

Industrial peacee= Stressing on the need for peace

in industry he said any industrial distnrbanco or dislocation

was suicidale Tho sccond Five<Year Plan rustbs built on
the basis of comparative peace amongthe various factors
engagod in productione It was with this end in viow that
o surgestion had been made for the establishment of wago
boords in various industries so that any wage structure’
for the Plan period should be such that it was rationsal,
practical and realistic end the workers wodld not have
alwmys to quarrel and fight with the employers ond manege-
mont in getting an enhmmcerent of their vwages.

s

Shri Desai anmmounced that the Central Cabinet had
deocided that modical aid should also be made available
to the membors of tho families of workors insured wnder
the Employces! Stete Insurance Schore.

He added that the Provident Fund Schemo had foirly
progressed and it had givon satisfaction to most employces.
Theore was a proposal in the second Plan of raising contri-
butdons by workers ac woll as employers from 6 1/4 por cont
to 8 1/3 por conte

/ Shri Desai said that for tho solution of industrial

disputos States would havo to evolve thoir machinery in
such o way that disputes as far cs possible did not go
to industrial courts or labour courts but wore sottled
at tho management levol and at the trade wmion lovel,‘/
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A suggostion hed been mootod, he saj
might not be able to noke courts ;lhich :’;;'1; gezgogsfig'e}
under the new Industrial Disputes Act, a court, mors “or 1ehed
less, to judgo end give decision on all mat‘sor; arisin
out of labour legislation. "At tho State level to ca.ng
give those courts powors to deel with everything .tu'isin
out of labour lawss Today some of our cascs go’to the &
sosgions court, district courts and megistrates and firgt
class mogigtratess ¥ow all those persons vhon we will
be recruiting for labour courts msy be recruited in such
a vmy that thoy can deal with the camos which todny go
to various miscellonoous courtpe”

Roferring to the controversy over public end private
sectors, Shri Desai sanid that as far ns the Government
vore concerned there was no public sector or private
soctore “Thero is, a5 wo all know, @ notional zector
end these are the two strong arms of naotional production
and national wealth and they have %o be treated entirely
on a cormon basis", he said and addeds "The distinction
that is sought to bo created by intorested parties in both
the fields ig out of dates I think tho soomer everybody
forpgets about it the botter,"

Trade wnionse= Shri Ussai seid tho trade wnion b
orgonisation in Indism wms in a slightly weaker position
then in the countries of the West. Howsver, theore was
an urge to dovelop the trado union moversnt purposefully
ond holpfullye

e saids "If we went workers to participate in
the mansgemont and tele up responsibility of looking
to the production sido, oice, they must be itrained in
two wmys; thoy must b e trained in the trade wmion
organisation as well os by giving them some basic
Imowledpe obout the induatry in which they are workinge
For that purpose, the secon d Plan has allocated 5
million rupoos for helping workers to pet themselves
fully cquipped forthe responsibility vhich is cast upon

thom.“ . B N 7 /\/\L

Daoisibns#- - According to an official press cormmmique
ipsuod on 28 December 1956, “the following werc the
important docisionbrecched:-

ILebour participetion in induatrye~ "The principle of
aSEoco1nGing Workovs in the maenagerent of industry as envisaped
in the Second Five-Year Plan was considerede It wos agroed
that a special conferonce of Labour Ministers be convenod
ot an early dato to examino the roport that would shortly
bo submittod by tho tripartite study toam which rocontly
visited soveral Buropcan countries (vide poge 73 of the roport
of this 0ffice for Septorber 1956) and draw up plena for

jmplomenting tho schomos"




Workors! Educatione= The allje i 3
the workeors both in the fundnmen‘balg g;egat;gﬁro;rzgggutmg
| cnd lobour logisletion as-wll ag in the prindiples m?s
. philocophy of sound trade=unioniszm was discussade T4 vap
. agroed that a comitteo of experts ghould be set up to 'v:ork

out details with the assistance of experts to be provid
by the Ford Foundatione® provided

‘Wage Boardass= The proposal 4o sot mze b
selocted industries’ of national importan:g r:ag ac:g;igdfor
by the State Labour Minigtors,

Lobour Courtse= Tho Conforence recognised the
inportance of moasuros for expediting the settlerent of
industrinl disputese It vas elso agreed that porrenent
lebour courts to bo set up in purguance of tho recent
smendmont of the Industriel Disputes Aot,1947, might be
crpoweped to hear all cases under the various labour lnwse

There was general apreement %xe proposal that
judgments of Lobour Tribunsels night be delivered in the
open court replacing the present practice whereby awards
are first published in the gazothos. :

Employess'! Providont Fundem 0, the question of Employees!
Provident rund, the opinion of the conferonce vms that provident
fund contributions-should be incroasedfrem 68 1/4 por cent to
8 1/3 per conte™

Employment Sorvicoe= The Conferonce ondorsed tho
rocormondetions nnde by the Secreteries! Conferonce held on
26 Decerdber in respcct of certain problems arising out of the
oxpansion of the ectivities of the Employment Service Organisation
during the Seccnd Five Year Plan period and of the transfer
of the administrotion of cxchanges to the States. %%

Accidentse= Tho conforenco discussed proposals relating
to roduction of nccidents in fastories and camo to the. conclusion
thot State Govornmonis should appoint committees consisting
of reprosentatives of omployors, employees and exports to
evolvae suitable techniques for improving safety in factoriess

' -Legitﬂaticn’ for Transport workorse= The necd for Contral
lepisiation for rogulating conditions of work in the motor
transport industry vas accopted by the Canferoncee

(The Stateaman, -28 and 29 December 1956)e.

T,t

* This Cormittee of experts has besn appointed (vide PPe K -45
of this Reportjs | ,
#% TFor datails of these recormendations; please s68 ppe 97- 99
of this Reports v
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Liveting of Joint Consultntive Bgard of Indu try l'
0 strvy and :
Setting up of ¥ako Boards approved, or:

The eighth meeting of thoe Joint Congu
Industry and Lebour was held at Bombay on i;aggzni;a;%;f
Shri Khandubhai K. Depai, Union Labour Minister, presidi .
The following representntives of employers' and mrl:ars}ng.
organisations congtitu ‘tho Board attended the mestings
Employers! Foderation of “Ipdia: Skri Naval He Tata snd
Shri WeleSe lichelmoro, All=T,die-Orpanication of Industriel
Employerss Shri Surottam Pe Huthoeninge Indion National
Trodo union Congross: Shri SR, Vasavada mnd Shry GeDe Anbokar,
Hind Maszdoor Sabhas Shri Bagaram Tulpule and Shri ReCe Pradhnne

Shri Desai, addrossing the meeting, conveyed his appreciation
of the wey shown by tho J.C.B. for the negotiation of disputes.
Thoe agreerents on vages and bonus recently arrived in ABmedabad
end Bombay had the impress of the gpirit of the J.C.B. He
felt that if the Joint Consultation machinery estebliched
itgolf the agregd decisions would be more helpful to the parties
concerned than -those of the tribunals ond tho necessity of
going on appeal to High Courts and Supreme Court as, for
instanco, in the case of the Plaptation Award would not aricoe

Ware policye= UWhile reviewing the development in the field
of industrial relations, Shri Favel H. Tata omphasised that the
recent domand for & general incroase in weges voiced by the
workers! representotives had to a concidersble extont damapod
the confidence and atmosphere created hitherto by the Boarde
In fact the omployera' organisations stromgly felt that unlesas
the Board wns takon soriously its continuance would not serve
eny useful purposes They regretted that while the J«C.Be
wms fi@zed of the quostion of the mefintionalisation of the
wegoe structure, the worlkers'! organisations hnd gono to other -
forums to agitate for woge increasc and the textile workers
in Bombay and Ahmedabad had even filed cases with the Tribunalss.
Shri Huthcesing fully ondorsed the views exproased by Shri Tata
and said that stops should be taken to remove the impression
omong;, employers thab the J«CeBe wos loaning more on the
side of laboure o




Shrl B.R. Vasavada of the I i

seemed to be como mismdorstﬁndingnzm:;dtzga: vtl;ero '
group because of the recent denmand for vmge incmz?eg:rs
voiced by labour reproseniatives, Ho urggd that such

action should not be interproted ag a laclk of faitd s

the JeCeBe and said that co far gg the INTUC vmag c;n:n

the spirit of the J.CeBs w5 en orticle of fm‘:th nithm':ed‘
At tho same tinme he felt thot +he Board had %o be stre; ;:h
oped and its voice made dordnant in the fiscld of mdus‘b{l;'l ;
relations and wm%til that was dons vorkers had no othor :
altornative but to resort to othor constitutional channels
Their doing so should neithor be denied nor nisunderstood; ’
?e further explained that by putting forth their demend )

or an inerease in vages ctce., thoy were in '
and not agitate public opinion, g{e demmt?foi ::Zv:dg;z?:ase
did not nccessarily mean thet they wore going to gob ite
It wms morely a plea to refer the case to an ima;tial
body for vordicte Shri Bagaram Tulpule expresaad himself
ginilarlye C

It was agrood that on both the employers! end torkorat
side a devoted attempt should be mede to intonsify tho work
of tho Joint Consultation machinery,

In connoction with the demgnd for wmge incrense the
Board toolk note of the proposal under consideration of
Government %o constitute Wape Bgardsd for different industries.
It wes felt that oven in respect of wape claims figlt with
the Industrial Tribunels the Wage Boards when set up would
provide & more mpproprinto nschineryes It wasz egreed by
the Boord that this would be applicable ealso to the domand
for woge increase currcntly mado before the Tribunals by -
the Bombey end Ahriedebad textile workerse The Board unani=-
mously resolved to urge upon Government 4o constitute forthe
with a Wage Board for the texiile industry and on such
oconstitution transfer all tho pending disputes to the Vage
Boarde It vams further decided that Covornment should be
epproached to set up wago boards for other major industries
as soon ag possible. Thsre wms also sgreement on the point
that these bomrds should have ceriain guiding principles
80 as to obviato confusion and undue complicetions which
hopponed in the working of Tribunalse

The Union Labour Uinister said that Government were
committed to implomenting the wage policy as outlined in the
Second Five=Yoar Plan and in the light of tho wmanimous
racommendntions of the Feir Viages Commitioce Tho terms of
roforence of the wape boards would te so drawm up as to achieve
these objoctivese The Labour Minister hoped that though in
vieiwr of tho persomnel difficulties the setting up of the
differont Wage Boerds would have to be steggored, +they would bring
gbout & raticnol tmre structure in most of the immortent
jndustrios by the niddle of the Second Five=Year Plon nt the

latesta .
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Aclmowledging the importanc e
docisions at the meetines of geeJ?g.;mtggr;i?eoitiggnd
Minister stated that he would henceforrard for his o -
ruidance bring bofore the J.C.B, forum proposed mngmt
to labour dgpislations It would be appreciated, ho g"a 5
that the recormendations of +the JeCeBe would no‘:: ho*-em ’
bo binding on Governmente In this connootion, he éa‘i‘dml‘.’
that Governront amder had under consideratim’amandmn;;s
of tho Workmen'o Compeneation Aok, the Paymont of Yase 8 Act
tho linimum Wages Agst and the Conlenines ¥olfare Agt ‘and *
these would be brought before +the Board,
: Judpmont on retrenchment compengats - 3
then referred to tho judpmont of E;he u;:lém Cxitc}ézlggn
cago of the Barsi Licht failway Company (vide DDe 95=97 of
the report of this Office for December 1958) nn@ observed
how consequontly Government had to considor anendment to
thoe Industrial Digputos Act to clarify the prosition as rerards
the paymen t of conmpensation to enployees who were retren;hed
on eccount of the clogure of establishments, He suggestod
that the Employers' and Workerst! organisations may submit
their views on the subject of retrenchment compensation to
the J.Ce.Be by the ond of February, 'He emphesised that both
the parties should ondeavour to put forth sugpestions which
ware concrete and practicable, He also vmntsd then +o takp
into account the mmed of giving protection to construction
workers and the diff'icultics in the process before malking '
their formula on retrenchment compensations a

-
- e
(.#" B

o

Sominor on Lebour=iansgement relationse= Tho J.C.BS°T X

approved of the proposal of the Union Labour Ministry to
organise a Seminoar on Labour-Management Co-operation on the

same lines as the rocent Duke of Edinburgh's Study Conference

ot Oxforde The Board recommended that the Seminar be held -

in Ngyvember this ysar to serve os & prelude to the I.L.O. l

Asian Regional Lobour Conference which was expected +o be
held by the end of this yeare It was felt that the closing
gession of the Seminar should synchronise with tho opening
of the 4Asian Hegional Conferencees This Sominer might,
however, be confined to the middle menagement group and the
Junior ecxzocutives of the trade union organisetions in India,
It was £3c-felt thot & Sominar of this 4ype would bo en
effective instrumemt in highlighting and popularising the
idea of joint consultetione '

(Report on the Eighth liceting of the Joint
Consultntive Bgoord of Industry and lLabaur

~

held et Borbay on Saturdsy, the 19th January 1957;

recoived in this 0ffice ) -
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12, Activitios of Extornal Sorvices,

Indig = January 1957,

Visits

Anmong the important visitors to the Office during
the period covered by this report was Shri R, Rao,
Assistant Director=Genoral of the I.L.O.

Other visitors included lr. Wynne-Roberts and
Hre CeBe Kumar of the Headquarters, and ifr. Nance A
IeLeOs Expert in Thailend and Mr. Weds Hull, ILO
ort in Indonosige

153 ssions

Shri VeKesRe Menon, Director of this Office accompanied
Shri Reo on his visits to various development projects
and factories in Ipdiae Theose included, . the Bhakre Dam
Project, the Hiralumd Dam Project; Hindustan Steol Factory
at Rourkele, Collicries at Dhanbad, the Chittaranjan
Locomotive Works, the Sindri Fertili,er Factory, and
the Jay Engineering Workse :

Thile at Calcutta, Shri Rgo and Shri Ifenon also
vigitdd the I.C.F.T.U's Asien Trade Union Colleges

They also paid a visit to the I:L.0s productivity
project at tho Delhi Traunsport Service Workshop in Dolhi
and tho ILO project at the Central Troining I,stitute
at Konl, Biloaspurs

1Lt
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240 Non=Governmontal Orzanisations (In tionn |
- {Into

Remional and National) Other then En;?iyers'l‘
and Workors!'! Trado Organisationgg

India = January 1957,

14th International Tuberculosis Conference,New Dolhi,
7 = 11 Januvary 1957: Problem in Underdoveloped
Countrics to tho Forag

The 14th International Tuberculosis Conference was
hold at New Delhi from 7 = 11 January 1957; The Conference
which was formally opened by the President, wms organised ’
by tho International Union Against Tuberculosis, & none
official federation of natitnal tuberculosis organisations
concorned with the clinical, lmboratory and social aspects
of T.Be IL wos attended by over 870 delogates fronm 64
countrios including the People's Hepublic of Chinae

The Conference discusced subjocts connected with
the treatment, prevention and control of the disease,
particularly in under=-dovelopod countries, and the
social and economic rohabilitation of its victimse

'Dre Rajondra Prasad in his address snid +hat although
thore had boen & considerable chanpe in outlook in recont
yoars towards the dreaded disoass owing to inoroased
knowledge about TB and improved methods of treatment and
control, they nust not be complacent "as thero is still
neod for a concorted drive in meking use of this Imowledge

by the poople at large"e A . .

' This was spocially the case, he added, in the so=called
undcrdevelopod countricss DBut they now had tho advantare
of being sble to draw upon tho oxporience of cowntries where
tho disease had besen controlleds

e oxpresced the hope that the conferonce would further
strongthen tho hands of those engegod in the war apainst
tuberculosis, not only in India, but in other countriecs of
the world similerly situctede




D

Summiing up the achiovemsnts of +h
Dr. P.V. Benjamin, Prosident of the m;ongzieﬁm
Apainst Tuberculosis and T.B. Adviser to the Gove b
of Indim, told a gathering of newspapormen ﬁmtﬂl;nmnt
achievorment of the Conforence had been +o concentral*:;i%g
attention of tho experts and worlprg in the field on th °
problem of TB in undordevelopad countries, °

Fron Indie's point of view, Dr, Bonjamin sqi
Conferonce had givon a great at;.mult.m tthhe aiiﬁ the
tuberculosis movemsnt in the country,

He mlso outlined briefly the reg i
atthe sclentific sessions ofythe conf‘elx]:::cgf tgedxgquign i
digoussed at those sessions wepe the use of tho new agtibiotic
drugs, possibility of adopting ambulatory chemotherapy in
the troatment of TB pationts and tuberculosis probdoms and
ite control in underdeveloped countticse

With rogard to the use of anti-biotic drugs, DreBenjamin
folt tho consensus of opinion among exports was that the
new wonder drug, Isoniezid, should be used along with omne -
of tho other two anti=baoterial drugs, streptomycin or PASe
The oxperts accopted that even if used in isolation,.Isoninzid
could be quite offective,-but they felt greatsr good could.
be schieved by & combination with at least one of the +wo
othor drugse

On the socond question the view generally held was
that with the extonsive use of antibiotic drugs in the
treatrent of TB, ambulatory therapy could be adoptod with.
adventage bub with duc care for proper and regular medical
attontione The type of treatment should be decided upon
on the meritas of the case by the individual doctor attending
on the patient, .

The discussion of the third question was in tho nature
of focussing the ettention of oxperts from all over the
world on the stupendous TB problem of underdsveloped
countries where both morbidity and mortality ratos wope
very high with wéry limited resources to fight the scourpos

(The Sintesman; 8 and 12 January 1957 )e
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Sixty-Socond Sesaion of Indian Hational Congress
Indora, 5 = 8 Jenuery 1957:  Conrress to strivo *
for Sociamlst Co=operativo Cormomoniths

Elocti
- lonifocto adopted, § ==

" The sixty=-scecond session of the i i
Congross was hhdd at Indoro from § = énglaxn:z;tigg;}
Shri UesNe Dhebar, Prodident of the Congress, prosided,
The meeting was attended by delepratos from all over
- India ‘including most of the Union and Skato Hinigterse

Besides adopting the pertyls olection nanifosto,
roviewed at poges /- of this roport, the session .
aodopted & rosolution amending tha constitution of +the
Congresss Tho amendment dofines the ohjoctive of the
Congross as tho 'establishriont eeseeess of B Socialist
Co=operative Commomwealthe? Other resclutions adopted
roleted to clootion metters end insernstional affairpe

Socialisn on Sarvodeye Lineg: Shri Dhebarts
addrosse= Delivering the progidential addross, Shri U.Ne
Dhebar declared that socinlism in Ipdin should lean more
on tho side of Gandhiji’s conception of sarvedaya, even
if tkoy could not frlly rcech up to Gandhiji's concoption
of o new socio=-ecconomic orders "The richest treasure or
inheritance that we hove roceived from the Father of the
Nation", he snid, "im tho gospel of purc momna to attain
pure onds, or Satyngrahs, es he used to oall ite It is
.at once a purpose and o prograomme in our national life";.

Referring to tho forthcoming elections, the Congress
Progsident goid that the Congross loolsd upon thenm as
gomething more than a vehicle for changing or forming
logislntures or Covernmentss "To the Congress, tho
elections aroc elco o madium of mass education®”, ho saide
"4 i5 o modiwm for canaliging the thinking of the people
and giving o diraction to their urges and aspirations®s
e appenlod to the people to see that they co=oparated
in this taslt in a mannor worthy of thoir tradition and
cultures




Elimination of pPovertye= Ravie
of the Uongress Shri Dhobar saidfh:tw:gg :?etgghiev:nent
ratorial question that wmag ogitating tho peo leumos.
was how the Congress Propose to olinminnto pogert; o
unerploymonte How it propose to redress inequaliﬁ&:d
or disparities, porsoncl ag well as regional, ’Ihoses
were difficult questions +o answere But difficult eg
they hnppened to be, the answor was sought to be pive
in ths Second Fivo-Year Plan as woll ag in the drgft :
Congross election nonifesto.Indin, at the nonent, larrol:
gubsisted upon lande But the land was go inadeqt’mta N
vhat vas noeded was alternctive and supplemontary av;cation
for the people through which the Peoplo's noeds and wants °
could be .supplied along with what thoy producod fron the
lgnde Simulteneously, t@mst work for a solid and stron
economic base that could sustein the burdens of a growin g
population and increase the level of livings 1% was s
posaible to so mamege a countryts resources, both human
and materiel, so utilise m country's crodit, so manago
country's affairs that stage by stoge a country could
throw off the yoks of poverty and ignorance, Similarly,
it was possible by resorting to.particular chammels and
by othor reans .to eliminate régional as well as individual
digparities to a great extent, :

_The picture and pattern of Indiat's economy wms still
ovolvinge It would take some time before it beceme distinct
and clear for everybody to seee Bubt thorewers certain
indications of tho direction in vhich the party was going,
Evorsince 1931 the Congress had been thinking in terms Bf
nationalised heavy and basic industricse The economic :
policy resolution to which the Conpress gave its gomeral
approval in the Amritsar Session (vide peges 15=19 of tho
report of this Office for January 1956) formed the basis
of the industrial pottern of the countrye The production
of steel on a substantianl scale and the availability of
properly qualified persconnel in the fields of science,
technology an d enginsoering, would be the starting points
of a mew current in the country's industrial lifee Continuing,
Shri Dhebar said: "We shall then havoe the arsis wherewithal
for producing machinos which will produce machines and vwo
shnll beccme leas end less dependent f6r our industrial and
consumption needs upon other cowntries. A stage will be
reached when with agriculture as still a substantial
occupation for our poople, there will simultaneously be
mm indusirialised sector to provide work to our surplus
manpowor aond fulfil the country's needs in most of the
sphereg of its lifo."
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V.. .
. S:.xfmltanaously will prow the villege and small
indusiries sector, Cottopo and village indugtrieg cost

mentary occupution to the poople, d

stage vhen Iz}dia can do vi‘thoﬁt ‘d1eIas§i§z:ng:n :;:1:;% o
and village industries situated ag wo are and spread“ nie

R3] aro_: Congroas is, thersfore, lson on seoing that o
sl.:pandmg industrial economy does not pave the i‘ogn
disparats o?onomic developnient of“_industrialiscgugrban :r

end the ezricultural, rurai 8roasg. Ag the Ligs passeg; t}e?B
agp2ct of our country's Oconomy will bscomo more and ore
clear and we shall he eblo o +als steps to f)mvant' t;zllgre
growth of disparities in the development of econémy Khedi
z}nd Villoge Industries Board and the Commission ‘cha;:’ is
mtc:?dcd to be got up will have @ wide field for fundamental
Bervico o aur massos vho look forward +o o dignified existence
and/ reasonable opportunities for creative cont;ibution
Everyone will wish success tc thejr 8fforts in fulfil ;

thoir ambar charkha programme. One can horethat increaged
attontion will be paid o the utilisation of tho docentralised
soctor in other directions also, This wwill heln tho local
initiativo end also assist in reducing the nirain umon our
tronsport end comunications, Community projocts and

national extonsion serviccs can do a lot in *hig dizzection.”

‘Shri Dheber said considerable efforiy would have tobo °
directed towards the questions of land roform, prohibition
basic education, reform of administrative machinery end *
romoval of regionnl end individual dispariticse There mugsh
nlso be an intensive offort on the part of the Governmant
ond the people to discourage people's woalth flowing down
the drain of wmproductivie consumption or wasteful aexpenditure
in order to assure a larger availebility of funds for
productive purposcs,

One of the most urpent needs in Shri Dhobarts view was
to reforn the co=oporative department, "If Inpdia is to evolve
into a co=oporative socinlist Cormonwonlth", he saide "This
limb of " the State mechinory =zmist not ohly be better oquipped

but must b e ploced on the foobting of a missionary organisationa”

Resolutions: Election manifesto adoptode= The Congress -
adopted the oloction menifesto. Tho manifesto has boen
revicwed at poges 1-X~  of thismeport.

Armsndment to Conptitutione= Tho Congross adopted a
resolution amonding its constltution and declarinp that~the aim

of the Congress was the estoblislumont of a sccialist co-opoerative

Cormonwealths The emondment rocds: "Object:s Tho object of
the Indisn Netional Conpress ic the well-being and advancerent
of the people of Indis and the esimblishrment in Indie, by
poaceful and logitimnto means, of a socinlist co-operative
cormonwealth baced or equality of opportunity and of political,
oconomic and social rights end aiming at world pencce and
fellowshipe




Intornational affairse= The resolution on
intornational affairs inter alja roferrod to events
in Hungary and Egypt and re-affirmed the party's
policy of "non=alignment and friendship with all
nationa” and oxprossod itc "convi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>